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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Title:  Website Credibility – Researching your Sources
Created by:  Sara Loveridge
Lesson Abstract:  This lesson is to aide students to look into the credibility of websites information.
Subject Area:  Research Skills, Source Credibility
Grade Level:  Middle School-High School
Unit of Study:  Research Project
MDE Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan Code: TE
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

Social, Ethical, and Human Issues
1. Understand the potential risks and dangers associated with online communications.

5. Discuss the societal impact of technology in the future.

Technology Research Tools

2. Evaluate information from various online resources for accuracy, bias, appropriateness, and comprehensiveness.
3. Identify types of internet sites based on their domain names.

6. Evaluate new technology tools and resources and determine the most appropriate tool to use for accomplishing a specific task.

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:
R.CM.06.03 State global themes, universal truths, and principles within and across texts to create a deeper understanding.

R.IT.06.01 Analyze elements and style of informational genre (e.g., research report, how-to articles, essays).

W.GN.06.03 Formulate research questions using multiple resources and perspectives that allow them to organize, analyze, and explore problems and pose solutions that culminate in a presented, final project.

S.CN.06.01 Ask and respond to questions and remarks to engage the audience when presenting texts.

S.DS.06.02 Discuss multiple text types in order to compare/contrast ideas, form, and style to evaluate quality and to identify personally with a universal theme.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
· Daily Time Allocation:   30-60 Minutes in Computer Lab
· Number of Days:  1 session
Instructional resources:
Lake Michigan Whale Watching

http://www.lakemichiganwhales.com/
Other Resources and websites
Martin Luther King Jr. – Hosted by StormFront (white supremacy group)
http://www.martinlutherking.org/
Sequence of Activities:
1. Classroom discussion about researching on the internet.

a. Website Information Quality

b. What is Credibility?

c. Website Domain Names – what do they stand for?

2. Send students (individual work, no groups so there is not as much pre-discussion) to “Lake Michigan Whale Watching” website with list of questions to answer from site information (see below for questions).
3. After students have searched website and answered questions, gather for class discussion.

a. Take students opinions about what they saw in the website.

b. Go over questions / Discuss.
4. Talk about website credibility and why this is NOT a credible website.

5. Discuss other non-credible websites (example:  Martin Luther King Jr. Website by white supremacy group – see below)

6. Why do we need to know the source of a website? – Discuss

7. How do we find out if a website is credible?

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  Discussions
· Scoring Criteria:  Teacher Observations
· Post-Assessment:  Discussions, Completion of web search questions
· Scoring Criteria:  Teacher Observation, Group Participation and Responses
Technology (hardware/software):
Computer with Internet Access
Key Vocabulary:
Credibility, Source, Resource, Reliability, 
Application Beyond School:

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
Web Site Evaluation Check List
Questions to answer when evaluating a web site.
What information does the URL give you?


Domains:(Where is it from)
.edu
.org
.k12
.net
.gov
.mil
.com 

Does the site cover its topic? 

Yes
 No 

Can you understand the information presented? 
Yes 
No 

Is the information up to date? 
Yes 
No 

Why was the site created? (Its purpose)
Entertain
Commercial
Advocate an idea
Present information 

Who is the author of this site? 

What makes him/her an expert on this site’s topic? 
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