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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Virtual Tour of United States Regions
Created by: Pam Shoemaker, Terry Wakild, Gina Loveless

Lesson Abstract:  Students will be exploring characteristics of U.S. regions by working in different groups to help gather and share information.  They will then be asked to create an individual presentation that will compare and contrast two characteristics within two of the regions.  While gathering and sharing information they will be using numerous electronic documents, websites and Google Earth, a new and powerful tool for geography.
Subject Area:  Social Studies

Grade Level:  5
Unit Title:  Regions of the U.S.
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 1.b.3 (Students manage and maintain files on a hard drive or the network.), 2.a.4 (Students discuss the accuracy, relevance, appropriateness, and bias of electronic information sources.), 4.a.1 (Students use a variety of telecommunications tools.) 
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:  see below
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:  Social Studies Standards:
II.1.2 (Locate and describe diverse kinds of communities and explain the reasons for their characteristics and locations.),II.2.2 (Describe the location, use and importance of different kinds of resources and explain how they are created and the consequences of their use.), II.2.3 (Describe the major physical patterns, ecosystems, resources, and land uses of the state, region, and country, and explain the processes that created them.), II.2.4 (Explain how various people have adapted to and modified the environment.), II.3.1 (Describe major kinds of economic activity and explain the factors influencing their location.), II.3.4 (Describe some of the major movements of goods, people, jobs and information within Michigan and the United States and explain the reasons for the movements.), II.4.2 (Describe places, cultures, and communities in the United States and compare them with those in other regions and countries.), II.4.6 (Describe the geography of major United States regions, compare the regions, and explain the processes that created them.), V.1.3 (Interpret social science information about local, state, and national communities from maps, graphs, and charts.), V.2.2 (Gather and analyze information using appropriate information technologies to answer the question posed.)
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  10 class periods of 30-40 minutes each.
Instructional resources:  Comparing Regions Teacher instruction sheet, Student Guide for Virtual Trip of our Region, Comparing Regions Student Guide, Major Land Use Summary Tables, Map of Major Land Uses, Pick-out-of-a-hat assignment sheet, Region Research Graphic Organizer, Region Research Links(electronic), Region Research Links (print), Regions of the US rubric, US Map Outline.  
Prior required technology skills:  Ability to open and save work to a specified space (ie: folder, server, disk, USB drive), willingness to explore new areas and technologies.
Sequence of Activities:  1. Take part in “A Virtual Tour of Michigan Using Google Earth”.  2.  Part II—Discuss “What is a Region”.  3. Break class into 5 groups (1 for each region).  4. Have each group follow the Comparing Regions Student Guide handout (One for each student).  5. Re-assign students into new groups so that each group has a member from each region in it. 6. Students share region information and Google Earth Placemarks with each other and complete the Region Research Graphic Organizer.  7.  Using the “Pick-out-of-a-hat” assignment sheet, each student will receive a presentation topic for their individual PowerPoint presentations they will be creating.  8. Teacher will explain requirements and distribute assessment rubric along with Region Research Links(electronic copy) to students (print a copy of the Region Research Links here).  
9. Students will then create and present projects.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  No pre-assessment is given but we have included an activity to help stimulate prior knowledge.
· Post-Assessment:  Regions of the US rubric
· Scoring Criteria:  in rubric above
Technology (hardware/software):  Computer for each student (not absolutely necessary – may work in small groups), Google Earth downloaded on each computer
Key Vocabulary:  Region, Land Use, Climate, characteristic(s), Population, Geographical, Economics
Application Beyond School:

Teacher Reflection and Notes:  
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