[image: image1.emf] Michigan Department of Education  [image: image2.emf]
             Technology-Enhanced Unit Plan
Unit Title:  Compare/Contrast Essays Enhancing Readability using Transitions
Created by: T.J. Schilling
Lesson Abstract: Students will write an essay, check readability, revise, and improve readability level. 
Subject Area:  English/Language Arts

Grade Level:  6-8th Grade
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
-use a variety of technology tools (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, grammar-checker, calculator) to maximize the accuracy of technology-produced products
-discuss possible uses of technology (present and future) to support personal pursuits and lifelong learning
-apply common software features (e.g., thesaurus, formulas, charts, graphics, sounds) to enhance communication and to support creativity
-use a variety of technology resources, including the internet, to increase learning and productivity
- use a variety of Web search engines to locate information
- describe the information and communication technology tools to use for collecting information from different sources, analyze findings, and draw conclusions for addressing real-world problems
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

- R.NT.07.02 Analyze elements and style of narrative genres (e.g., mystery, poetry, memoir,

drama, myths, legends).
- R.IT.07.01 Analyze elements and style of informational genre (e.g., persuasive essay,

research report, brochure, personal correspondence, autobiography/biography).
- R.IT.07.02 Analyze organizational patterns (e.g., compare/contrast, cause and effect,

sequence).
- R.CM.07.01 Connect personal knowledge, experience, and understanding of the world

to themes and perspectives in the text.
- R.CM.07.03 State global themes, universal truths, and principles within and across texts

to create a deeper understanding.
- W.PR.07.02 Apply a variety of pre-writing strategies for narrative (e.g., story maps that

are designed to depict roles of antagonist and protagonist, internal and external conflict)

and informational text (e.g., position statement and supporting evidence, problem statement

and solution,, compare/contrast).
- W.PR.07.04 Select and use titles, leads, and endings to achieve a specific purpose for

specific audiences. (revise writing to ensure that content, structure, elements of style and

voice, literary devices, and textual features are consistent).
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

Approximately four 45 min. sessions.

Instructional resources:

Computer, Internet Access
Prior required technology skills:

Typing, Basic Microsoft Word skills
Sequence of Activities:

1. Compare/Contrast Essay-draft
a. Students will create a compare/contrast essay using the writing process
i. Helpful examples:

http://www.connected-learning.org/Products/kconnole23.htm 
b. For assistance on teaching compare/contrast essays:  Teaching the Compare/Contrast Essay through Modeling by NCTE Author, Amy Mozombite http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=275 
2. Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level Score
a. Students will spell check and find their essay’s score.  

b. For assistance on checking readability & Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level score:  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/assistance/HP051863181033.aspx 

3. Transitions Mini-Lesson
a. Transition Resources

i. http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/transitions.htm 

ii. http://www.infoplease.com/homework/ttransition.html 

iii. http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/Transitions.html 

iv. http://www.uark.edu/campus-resources/qwrtcntr/resources/handouts/transitions.htm 
4. Edit Essay using Transitions

5. Re-Assess Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level Score
6. Essay Presentation
a. Examples:

i. Oral Speech Presentation

ii. PowerPoint Presentation

iii. Webpage Presentation

iv. Class Debate

v. Teleconference speeches
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:
· What are elements of a good compare/contrast essay?
· What are transitions?

· Can good transitions enhance the grade level score of an essay? Why or why not?

· Post-Assessment:

· Project Rubric examples:
· Compare/Contrast Essay Rubric http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/SCORE/actbank/reportrub.html 
· Compare/Contrast Essay Rubric http://712educators.about.com/cs/rubrics/l/blrubriccompare.htm 

· Multimedia Rubric  http://www.ncsu.edu/midlink/rub.senst.htm 
Technology (hardware/software):

Word 2003 or Word processing software with reading/grade level indication

Internet Access

Key Vocabulary:

genre


narrative


transitions

Application Beyond School:


Technical writing


Increasing vocabulary

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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