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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Title:  Take a Stand – Debate – Position Writing
Created by:  Sara Loveridge
Lesson Abstract:  Students share their opinions (Take-A-Stand) on an issue using a discussion/debate approach. They formulate a clear written statement of their opinions. 
Subject Area:  ELA, Social Studies, MEAP Prep
Grade Level:  6th
Unit of Study:  Take-A-Stand, MEAP Prep
MDE Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan Code:  TE
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

Technology Productivity Tools
2. Use a variety of technology productivity resources including the internet, to increase learning and productivity.
5. Students use collaborative tools to design, develop, and enhance materials, publications, or presentations.

Technology Communication Tools
2. Students create a project using a variety of media formats to present content information to an audience.

Technology Research Tools

1. Use a variety of web search engines to locate information.

2. Evaluate information from various online resources for accuracy, bias, appropriateness, and comprehensiveness.

7. Evaluate new technology tools and resources and determine the most appropriate tool to use for accomplishing a specific task.

Technology Problem-Solving and Decision-Making Tools

2. Describe the information and communication technology tools to use for collecting information from different sources, analyze findings, and draw conclusions for addressing real-world problems.

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:
R.NT.06.01 Describe how characters in classic and contemporary literature recognized for quality and literary merit form opinions about one another in ways that can be fair and unfair.

R.IT.06.01 Analyze elements and style of informational genre (e.g., research report, how-to articles, essays).

R.IT.06.02 Analyze organizational patterns.
R.CM.06.03 State global themes, universal truths, and principles within and across texts to create a deeper understanding.

R.MT.06.01 Independently self-monitor comprehension when reading or listening to text by automatically using and discussing the strategies used by mature readers to increase comprehension and engage in interpretative discussions (e.g., predicting, constructing mental images representing ideas in text, questioning, rereading or listening again if uncertain about meaning, inferring, summarizing).

W.GN.06.03 Formulate research questions using multiple resources and perspectives that allow them to organize, analyze, and explore problems and pose solutions that culminate in a presented, final project.

W.SP.06.01 Spell frequently misspelled words correctly (e.g., their, there, they’re) in the context of their own writing.

S.CN.06.01 Ask and respond to questions and remarks to engage the audience when presenting texts.

S.CN.06.02 Use rhyme, rhythm, cadence, and word play for effect when presenting.
S.CN.06.03 Present their work in standard American English if it is their first language (students whose second language is English will present their work in their developing version of standard American English).

S.DS.06.01 Engage in interactive, extended discourse to socially construct meaning

(e.g., book clubs, literature circles, partnerships, or other conversation protocols).
S.DS.06.02 Discuss multiple text types in order to compare/contrast ideas, form, and style to evaluate quality and to identify personally with a universal theme.
S.DS.06.04 Plan a focused and coherent oral presentation using an informational text pattern (e.g., problem/solution sequence), select a focus question to address, and organize the message to ensure that it matches the intent and the audience to which it will be delivered.

L.CN.06.01 Respond to, evaluate, and analyze speeches and presentations delivered by peers.

L.CN.06.02 Demonstrate the appropriate social skills of audience behavior (e.g., eye contact, quiet and still, attentive, supportive) during speeches and presentations.

L.RP.06.01 Summarize, take notes on key points, and ask clarifying questions.
L.RP.06.03 Identify a speaker’s affective communications expressed through tone, mood, and emotional cues.

L.RP.06.04 Relate a speaker’s verbal communications (e.g., tone of voice) to the nonverbal message communication (e.g., eye contact, posture, gestures).

L.RP.06.06 Respond to, evaluate, and analyze the credibility of a speaker who uses persuasion to affirm his/her point of view in a speech or presentation.

L.RP.06.07 Identify persuasive and propaganda techniques used in television, and identify false and misleading information.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
· Daily Time Allocation:   60 minute sessions
· Number of Days:   4+ days
· Time varies/depends on how much research time and how many groups you would like to allow.
Instructional resources:
MDE – CDV Definitions

http://www.remc11.k12.mi.us/dowagiac/duhsw/hssocstcv.html
Classroom Help.com – CDV Definitions

http://www.classroomhelp.com/lessons/cdv/cdv_definition.html
Macomb Intermediate School District (MISD) – CDV Definitions

http://www.misd.net/Socialstudies/coredemvalues.htm 
Learning Gizmos – CDV Posters

http://www.learninggizmos.com/pages/coredemocratic.html
You Be the Judge – The Goodies Tree

This interactive threaded storybook for elementary students teaches core democratic values such as Pursuit of Happiness, Private Property Rights, and other Constitutional Rights. Help the kids decide how best to keep a treasured tree that is in danger of being cut down. Children can make several decisions throughout the story which will affect the final outcome.

http://americanepic.org/cdv.html
Create your own Notebook

http://www.michiganepic.org/coredemocratic/
MEAP Sample Item – School Uniforms

http://www.misd.net/Socialstudies/sampleitem.pdf 

MEAP Extended Response Test Taking – Response Format

http://www.misd.net/Socialstudies/Response%20Format.pdf 
MEAP Sample Extended Response Questions – by grade level

http://www.misd.net/Socialstudies/SampleEXTbygrade.pdf
MEAP Sample Extended Response Questions – Miscellaneous 

http://www.misd.net/Socialstudies/sampleEXTmisc.pdf 

MEAP Preparing for the Social Studies - Persuasive Essays – K-5

http://www.misd.net/Socialstudies/CitizenshipToolK-5.pdf 
Released MEAP Items

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-22709_31168_40135---,00.html
How to Debate

http://www.pagiftededucation.info/pdf/HowtoDeb.pdf
Debate Rubric – Samples

http://712educators.about.com/dlrubricdebate.htm
http://mh034.k12.sd.us/classroom_debate_rubric.htm
http://www2.lhric.org/ertc/Wendy/Wzrubric.htm
http://www.ioncmaste.ca/homepage/resources/web_resources/CSA_Astro9/files/html/module4/lessons/lesson5/debate_rubric.pdf
http://research.soe.purdue.edu/ackerman35/webquest1/classdebate.pdf
http://readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson819/rubric2.pdf
Other Materials:
· Four Posters, each labeled in large letters with one of the following:  Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, and Strongly Disagree.

· A teacher-generated/acceptable list of statements about a “Take-A-Stand” topics.

· Writing paper and pencils
Sequence of Activities:
Day 1:

Class Discussion:  Talk about “Take a Stand” & review from prior years knowledge.  What must be included in a proper/effective “Take-A-Stand” response?

Place a poster in each corner of the room. Then read a statement, and tell students to go to the corner that best describes how they feel about that statement. Here are some examples of statements:
· All Americans should be required to vote.

· People should be allowed to vote on the Internet.

· Candidates should spend the same amount of money on campaigns.

· The two-party system in the United States does not allow third parties to gain a foothold in the Electoral College system.

· The power of special-interest groups in American politics is too great. Encourage students to voice their opinions from their respective corners.

Then have each group gathered in response to a statement work together to write a clear statement explaining their position.
View Web-link - You Be the Judge – The Goodies Tree
http://americanepic.org/cdv.html
This link acts as an entertaining from real-life example of a number of Core Democratic Values in action.  Students are then asked to “Take-A-Stand.”

Discuss this web-link activity as a class

Have students “Take their Stand” on this issue.
Day 2:
· Place students into debate groups (1 on 1, or small groups per side of an issue).

· Have students “Take-A-Stand” on a topic (pre-chosen by teacher, choose from a list, student self selected, or one topic for all…)
· Research and review debate skills/process/rules/expectations
Day 3:
· Review selected Debate Rules/Process/Expectations/Rubric with class before beginning the Debate Presentations
· Debate Presentations
Day 4:   (After all Debates/Presentations)
· Have students complete a formal written “Take-A-Stand” in the proper MEAP format as a final writing.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  Class Discussion
· Scoring Criteria:  Teacher Observation
· Post-Assessment:  Checklist, Rubric, Teacher Observations
· Scoring Criteria:  Evaluate students on their ability to state their opinions and on their position statements, Rubric/Checklist
Technology (hardware/software):  

Computer with Internet Research ability (if choosing to research further into topic)
Key Vocabulary:
Debate, Pro, Con, Opinion, Rebuttal, Defense, Affirmative, Negative, Statements, Discussion, Critical Thinking, Research, Take-A-Stand.
Application Beyond School:
Teacher Reflection and Notes:  
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