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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Supreme Court Decisions


Created by:  Marcia Milanowski (adapted from lesson created by Jim Kendra)

Lesson Abstract: Discover how decisions on court cases of the past still influence what we can and cannot do today. 

Subject Area:  Social Studies

Grade Level:  8

Unit Title: 

Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

 BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS

13. Proofread and edit writing using appropriate resources and grade level appropriate checklists both individually and in groups.

TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS

2. use a variety of technology resources, including the internet, to increase learning and productivity

TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH TOOLS


1. use a variety of web search enginses to locate information

TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM-SOLVING AND DECISION-MAKING TOOLS

1. use database or spreadsheet information to make predictions, develop strategies, and evaluate decisions to assist with solving a basic problem

2. describe the information and communication technology tools to use for collecting information from different sources, analyse findings, and draw conclusions for addressing real-world problems

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

III Civic perspective

Strand 4: Middle School 2: Explain how the constitution is maintained as the supreme law of the land.

Strand 1: Middle School 3: Explain how the rule of law protects individual rights and serves the common good.

V Inquiry

Strand2: Middle School 2: gather and analyze information using appropriate information technologies to answer the question posed.

Strand 2: Middle School 3: construct an answer to the question posed and support their answer with evidence.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

Instructional resources:

Computer lab, internet, US History textbooks, US Constitution

Web Resources for Research


http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/cases/name.htm

http://www.usscplus.com/
Prior required technology skills:


Searching a database.

Sequence of Activities:
Teacher: Pass out list of famous Supreme court cases and useful internet sites after unit about the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

Student: Using the internet sites, students will research the court cases to determine the actual decisions of these cases. They will then give their views of the decisions as well as apply the court case to the articles and amendments of the US Constitution which apply to the case.
Follow up activities: 

Mock trials, letters to lawyers, judges and government officials, guest speakers
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:

· Scoring Criteria:

· Post-Assessment: Use rubric to evaluate the interpretation, the decision, the amendment chosen to coordinate, and their opinion of the decision.
· Scoring Criteria:

Technology (hardware/software):
Key Vocabulary:

Application Beyond School:

Teacher Reflection and Notes:

Famous Court Cases

1.  Abington School District v. Schempp (1963)


-Morning exercises in the public schools of Abington, Pennsylvania included 



listening to Bible verses and reciting the Lord’s Prayer.


-Schempp 8-1


-Schools are not allowed to foster/advocate any particular religion


-Amendment 1

2.  Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)


-Clarence Gideon was denied an attorney when he was brought to trial for breaking 


and entering.  The judge said free lawyers were only provided in Florida for murder cases.


-Gideon 9-0


-Establishes a right to an attorney


-Amendment  6

3.  Miranda v. Arizona (1966)


-Ernesto Miranda signed a written confession for kidnapping and rape following two 


hours of questioning by police.


-Miranda 5-4


-A person must have their rights read to them


-Amendment 6

4.  Tinker vs. Des Moines School District (1969)


-Students in Des Moines, Iowa were suspended from school for wearing black 


arm bands to show their opposition to the Vietnam conflict.


-Tinker


-Students do not leave behind all their rights at the school door.


-Amendment 1

5.  Wallace vs. Jaffree (1985)


-An Alabama state law allowed one minute of silent prayer at the beginning of every school 
day.


-Jaffree 6-3


-The state law was ruled unconstitutional as it promotes religion.


-Amendment 1

6.  Hazelwood School District vs. Kuhlmeier (1988)


-A principal limited a Missouri high school newspaper from 6 to 4 pages to protect the  

identity of some students that were mentioned in an article about teen pregnancy.


-Hazelwood 5-3


-The school paper was a “part of the educational curriculum.”  “Accordingly, school officials 

were entitled 
to regulate its contents”


-Amendment 1 and/or Amendment 9
LIVE - FROM THE SUPREME COURT -

IT’S THE BILL OF RIGHTS
Research the following cases through the web sites I have given you or others you find.   You must explain what the case was about, the decision made, which amendment coordinates with the case, and whether you agree or disagree with the decision and explain why.

1.  Abington School District v. Schempp (1963)


Explanation _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


Decision____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Amendment_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Agree/Disagree______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)


Explanation_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Decision____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Amendment_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Agree/Disagree______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Miranda v. Arizona (1966)



Explanation _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


Decision____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Amendment_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Agree/Disagree______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Tinker v. Des Moines School District (1969)


Explanation _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


Decision____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Amendment_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Agree/Disagree______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Wallace v. Jaffree (1985)


Explanation _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


Decision____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Amendment_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Agree/Disagree______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1968)


Explanation _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


Decision____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Amendment_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Agree/Disagree______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Web Resources for Supreme Court Decisions

http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/cases/name.htm       

http://www.usscplus.com/ecase
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