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[image: image4.wmf]Lesson Abstract:  As students gaze into the sky you can hear them shout out the things they see. “I see a plane!”  “There’s a bird!”  “Look, the moon is out in the daytime!”  Back inside, they listen to the Nigerian folktale Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky.  After the story, activity abounds as students write their own movie adaptation of the book, use KidPix to create their own African masks, build sets, and work on posters to promote their movie.  Each day of this lesson brings the students deeper into understanding characteristics of the sun, moon, and earth and their place in our world.  

Subject Area:  Science
Grade Level:  K-3
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS


7.  Use a variety of age-appropriate technologies for sharing information

SOCIAL, ETHICAL, AND HUMAN ISSUES


6.  Understand that technology is a tool to help complete a task


7.  Understand that technology is a source of information, learning, and entertainment

TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS


2.  be able to recognize the best type of productivity software to use for certain age-appropriate tasks

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

SCI.V.4.E.1 – Compare and contrast characteristics of the sun, moon, and earth.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  Approximately 5 days
Instructional resources:  
MI CLiMB Online - Science benchmark information, additional links      http://www.miclimb.net/content/main.html
Kid Pix – Purchasing information, tutorials, templates, etc.     http://www.broderbund.com/jump.jsp?itemID=588&mainPID=588&itemType=PRODUCT&RS=1&keyword=kid+pix&ovchn=GGL&ovcpn=Photo-Video-Music&ovcrn=sr2br29go462go180pi7ai41+kid+pix&ovtac=PPC&SR=sr2br29go462go180pi7ai41
Amazon.com – Purchasing information, several screenshots of “Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky”
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0395539633/102-5533551-6365725?v=glance&n=283155
Prior required technology skills:  drawing with KidPix using draw tools, wacky paintbrush, and geometry tools
Sequence of Activities:
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Day One:
1. Begin by asking students to name the things they see when they look up in the sky.  Draw attention to both the Sun and the Moon.  Introduce the story by telling the students that they will be hearing a Nigerian folktale about how the Sun and the Moon got up in the sky.

2. Read story aloud to students.  Be sure to show them the beautiful artwork, paying special attention to the African masks that the various characters are wearing throughout the story.  A document camera, ELMO, or other viewing device would be helpful in showing the pictures on a large screen.

Day Two:
3. [image: image6.wmf]As a class, use word processing software on the overhead screen to turn the story into a script that they will use to create a movie.  The script should include a title, authors, characters, setting, dialog, and screen direction.

4. Once the script is complete (save often!), print a copy for each student and allow them time to study their parts.  Teacher may hold ‘auditions’ or assign parts as conditions permit. Parts include:  narrators, the sun, the moon, the water, the chief water person, and the other water people.
Day Three:
5. After students have been assigned their parts, revisit what the African masks in the story illustrations looked like and demonstrate how to create one using the draw and shape tools in Kid Pix.  Tell each student that they will be using Kid Pix to create their own African mask to wear during the movie.
a. Masks can be created in black and printed out on tag board for students to color, printed in color, or printed on regular paper and laminated to tag board. 

b. Once masks are printed, students should tape a Popsicle stick or tongue depressor to the bottom to use as a handle.  This works much better than tying a string around the student’s head!

c. If desired, costumes could also be created by having the narrators drape themselves in brightly patterned sheets and headdresses, the water people wearing blue towels around their shoulders, the sun wearing a yellow towel, and the moon wearing a grey towel.

6. While students are creating their masks, students who are finished or are waiting for a computer should be working on ‘sets’.  These should include a house for the sun and the moon, a valley, and a house for the water.
Days Four & Five:
7. Rehearse the movie with students several times before filming.  Once filming is complete, use video editing software (such as iMovie or MovieMaker) to add titles, transitions, and do any video editing.

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  Informal class discussion about what to include/expect throughout activity
· Post-Assessment: Once the movie is complete, have each student complete a movie poster for the movie that includes a short summary of the movie.
· Scoring Criteria:  checklist
Technology (hardware/software):  digital video camera, tripod, digital video editing software such as iMovie or MovieMaker, KidPix, document camera, data projector, large screen, printer (black and white or color)
Key Vocabulary:  planet, star, sphere, space, solar system, sun, moon, earth, larger/smaller, closer/further
Application Beyond School:  Observations of the Moon, Earth, and safe observations of the Sun.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:  
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