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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Title:  Portrait of a Student as a writer
Created by: Alexandria Luttke (adapted from English Languages curriculum for Berrien County)  
Lesson Abstract:  Students write and present a self portrait which allows you to get to know your students on a personal level and to learn of their dreams.  You will learn what their interests are which will help you to plan accordingly for the class.  This assignment serves as an anticipatory set to writing a research paper.

Subject Area:  Creative Writing, English
Grade Level:  11, 12
Unit of Study: Writing, Literature written in first person
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Social, Ethical, and Human Issues

9. create appropriate citations for resources when presenting research findings
11. explore career opportunities and identify their related technology skill requirements

Technology Communications Tools

3. use a variety of media and formats to design, develop, publish, and present products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, web sites) to communicate original ideas to multiple audiences

4. collaborate in content-related projects that integrate a variety of media (e.g., print, audio, video, graphic, simulations, and models) with presentation, word processing, publishing, database, graphics design, or spreadsheet applications
Technology Research Tools

1. compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information

2. formulate and use evaluation criteria (authority, accuracy, relevancy, timeliness)

for information located on the internet to present research findings

3. determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive

4. distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference

5. evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation

6. develop a plan to gather information using various research strategies

(e.g., interviews, questionnaires, experiments, online surveys)
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

· CE 1.1.2 Know and use a variety of prewriting strategies to generate, focus, and organize ideas (e.g., free writing, clustering/mapping, talking with others, brainstorming, outlining, developing graphic organizers, taking notes, summarizing, paraphrasing). 

· CE 1.1.4 Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected form or genre. 

· CE 1.1.5 Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on response from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye of a reader; then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and addressing potential readers’ questions. 

· CE 1.1.6 Reorganize sentence elements as needed and choose grammatical and stylistic options that provide sentence variety, fluency, and flow. 

· CE 1.1.7 Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriateness, conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that are appropriate for audience. 

· CE 1.1.8 Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a public audience.

· CE 1.2.2 Write, speak, and visually represent to develop self-awareness and insight (e.g., diary, journal writing, portfolio self-assessment). 

· CE 1.2.3 Write, speak, and create artistic representations to express personal experience and perspective (e.g., personal narrative, poetry, imaginative writing, slam poetry, blogs, webpages). 

· CE 1.3.1 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres (e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect). 

· CE 1.3.2 Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate logical thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and personal purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an engaging introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed paragraphs, transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion. 

· CE 1.3.9 Use the formal, stylistic, content, and mechanical conventions of a variety of genres in speaking, writing, and multimedia presentations.

· CE 1.4.2 Develop a system for gathering, organizing, paraphrasing, and summarizing information; select, evaluate, synthesize, and use multiple primary and secondary (print and electronic) resources. 

· CE 1.5.1 Use writing, speaking, and visual expression to develop powerful, creative and critical messages. 

· CE 1.5.2 Prepare spoken and multimedia presentations that effectively address audiences by careful use of voice, pacing, gestures, eye contact, visual aids, audio and video technology. 

· CE 1.5.3 Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical devices, and a coherent conclusion). 

· CE 1.5.4 Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, proposals, business presentations, advertisements). 

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
· Daily Time Allocation: 540 minutes
· Number of Days:  6
Instructional resources:
Excerpts from a self-portrait, such as Anne Frank:  The Diary of a Young Girl, James Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, or The Story of My Life by Helen Keller.
Prior required technology skills:

· Computer skills

· Word processing software

· Multimedia presentation software
Sequence of Activities:

· Ask students to share one personal fact about them, and then discuss similarities and differences among students in the class.  Spend time on how life experiences shape who we are and who we ultimately will become.  
· Read aloud to students an excerpt from a self-portrait, such as Anne Frank:  The Diary of a Young Girl, James Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, or The Story of My Life by Helen Keller.
· Students will create their own self-portraits, following a similar format as the story excerpts.  Within each student’s final paragraph, they must either mention where they will be in a give number of years, what their goals and aspirations are, or what they will be doing (like to be doing).

· This activity serves as the introduction for a research project.  Their assignment is to search for facts on the topic, career, or ideas from the final paragraph of their portrait.

· Help students to organize and sequence their self portrait using a graphic organizer.  Then have students use the same system to begin to develop their research paper.

· The student will create and submit a graphic organizer, a written form of their self-portrait, and the multimedia presentation.

· Student creates a multimedia presentation that supports their self-portrait. The presentation must include part of their graphic organizer, a video of 1 minute interviewing someone from their family, the information they researched, and an overview of their final paragraph.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: not applicable
· Scoring Criteria: not applicable
· Post-Assessment: Separate rubrics for written and multimedia presentation
· Scoring Criteria:

Self Portrait Written Evaluation
	Assignment Criteria
	Superior
	Good
	Needs Work

	Self portrait truly captures the essence or presence of the writer - is more than just descriptive detail.


	
	
	

	Self portrait is powerfully organized for the revelation of writer; uses sophisticated and effective transitions to help create flow and a comfortable pace; avoids sounding like an interview or list.


	
	
	

	Self portrait includes subtle details of human behavior such as nervous ticks, dialect, or body language.


	
	
	

	Self portrait uses not only details about the writer him/herself but also pertinent and insightful observations about the character’s environment, culture, personal contacts, etc.


	
	
	

	The tone is appropriate for the subject and purpose of this self portrait.  Self portrait truly engages the reader - it is serious in the sense that it has purpose but it is also warm and personable if appropriate.


	
	
	

	Is written in a personable or academic style with vivid and precise diction, effective imagery, flowing and sophisticated sentence variety.


	
	
	

	Self portrait is free of errors; punctuation, sentence fragments, comma splices, fused sentences, spelling, and usage.


	
	
	

	SCORE:  ________________




Self Portrait Presentation Evaluation

	
	Exceptional
	Well Done
	Adequate
	Unacceptable

	Content
	An abundance of material clearly related to self portrait; points are clearly made and all evidence supports self portrait; varied use of materials
	Sufficient information that relates to self portrait; many good points made but there is an uneven balance and little variation
	There is a great deal of information that is not clearly connected to the self portrait
	Self portrait not clear; information included that does not support self portrait in any way

	Coherence and Organization
	Self portrait is clearly stated and developed; specific examples are appropriate and clearly develop thesis; conclusion is clear; shows control; good transitions; well organized
	Most information presented in logical sequence; generally very well organized but better transitions needed
	Concept and ideas are loosely connected; lacks clear transitions; flow and organization are choppy
	Presentation is choppy and disjointed; does not flow; development of self portrait is vague; no apparent logical order of presentation

	Creativity
	Very original presentation of material; uses the unexpected to full advantage; captures audience's attention
	Some originality apparent; good variety and blending of materials/media
	Little or no variation; material presented with little originality or interpretation
	Repetitive with little or no variety; insufficient use of multimedia

	Material
	Balanced use of multimedia materials; properly used to develop self portrait; use of media is varied and appropriate
	Use of multimedia not as varied and not as well connected to self portrait
	Choppy use of multimedia materials; lacks smooth transition from one medium to another; multimedia not clearly connected to topic
	Little or no multimedia used or ineffective use of multimedia; imbalance in use of materials.

	Length of Presentation
	Within two minutes of allotted time +/–
	Within four minutes of allotted time +/–
	Within six minutes of allotted time +/–
	Too long or too short; ten or more minutes above or below the allotted time


Technology (hardware/software):
· Houghton Mifflin English web site to create graphic organizers

http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hme/k_5/graphorg/index.html
· Computer with LCD

· Video camera for filming interviews

Key Vocabulary:  research methods, documentation, plagiarism, style sheet, citation identify, issue, investigation, thesis
Application Beyond School: This activity can be used as the first assignment of a creative writing class and should be given after a number of introductory activities.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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