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Created by: Grace Smith, Ph.D.

Unit Abstract: In this unit, students will create a product, a poetry booklet, to collect and share the various types of poetry they have written throughout the school year. The booklet may  include original illustrations or clip art as well as a glossary of terms appropriate to the collection. 
Before beginning the unit, students should have copies of their poetry for keying into the booklet.  If students have previously word processed their poetry, they should move all poetry documents to the same folder for easy access. Students can work in pairs or triads to support each other while using technology, to proofread, and to exchange ideas for improving their booklets.
Since National Poetry Month is celebrated in April of each year, teachers may want to use this unit to coincide with the event.  If so, a downloadable, editable certificate — “I’m a Poet and Can Show It” — is available here: http://www.microsoft.com/education/MonthCertArchive.mspx.   The certificate would be a terrific way to honor the efforts of budding poets.
In five sessions, students will:

1. Create a basic booklet, title page, and table of contents.
2. Key in poetry.
3. Create original art and/or insert clipart.
4. Proofread/revise poetry. Finalize their table of contents.
5. Print, assemble, and share their booklets.
Subject Area:  Language Arts 

Grade Level:  5 
Unit Title: Poetry Booklet
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
1. 1b.3 Students manage and maintain files on a hard drive or the network.  

2. 1b.8 Students proofread and edit writing using appropriate resources (e.g., dictionary, spell check, grammar check, grammar references, writing references) and grade level appropriate checklists both individually and in groups.
3. 3a.3 Students use a variety of technology tools and applications to promote [their] creativity.
4. 4b.1 Students use a variety of media and formats to create and edit products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, brochures, web pages) to communicate information and ideas to various audiences.  
5. 4b.2 Students identify how different forms of media and formats may be used to share similar information, depending on the intended audience (e.g., presentations for classmates, newsletters for parents).  

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

1. W.PR.05.01 Students will set a purpose, consider audience, and replicate authors’ styles and patterns when writing a narrative or informational piece.

2. W.PR.05.04 Students will revise drafts based on constructive and specific oral and written responses to writing by identifying sections of the piece to improve organization and flow of ideas such as titles, leads, endings, and powerful verbs.

3. W.PR.05.05 Students will proofread and edit writing using grade-level checklists and other appropriate resources both individually and in groups.

4. W.PS.05.01 Students will exhibit personal style and voice to enhance the written message in both narrative (personification, humor, element of surprise) and informational writing.

5. W.GR.05.02 Students will in the context of writing, correctly use compound subjects and predicates, proper nouns and pronouns, articles, conjunctions, hyphens in compound and number words, commas between two independent clauses to set off direct address, long phrase, clauses, colons to separate hours and minutes and to introduce a list.

6. W.AT.05.01 Students will be enthusiastic about writing and learning to write.

7. L.RP.05.01 Students will listen to or view knowledgeably and discuss a variety of genre and compare their responses to those of their peers.

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

Content Standard 7
Later Elementary

4. Develop and use a variety of strategies for planning, drafting, and revising different forms of texts for specific purposes.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  Five class periods.

Instructional resources: Computer access to the WWW, word processing software, or publishing software.
Prior required technology skills: Internet access and WWW navigation skills, word processing or desktop publishing skills.  
Sequence of Activities:

Prior to the lessons: 
1. Determine which software will be used to write and publish the poetry booklet.

2. Based on the poetry to be included, calculate the number of pages for the booklets. Booklet pages are created in multiples of four: 

· Two booklet pages to one sheet of paper, front side, and two pages to the same sheet of paper, reverse side.

· One of the half-fold pages will be a front cover and another will be the back cover. 

· A third page will be used for the table of contents.  

· A fourth page will be used as the title page.  Information about the author can be placed on the title page or on a separate page. 

· The inside front cover may be left blank as in a regular booklet.

· A glossary or information about the forms of poems and poetry writing may be included in another page. 
· It’s often helpful to create a mock-up of the booklet so students can see visually which content goes on which page.  
· A long-arm stapler will be needed to staple the pages. (Most school libraries have one.)  An alternate method for assembling the booklets would be to assemble them, fold them in half, and punch two or three holes on either side of the fold.  Weave colorful yarn or string into the holes and tie it off at the back.

3. Pre-assess the class on poetry vocabulary based on the forms, genres, and terminology related to the poetry in the booklet.  [Post-assess after the booklet is completed.]

Lesson 1:  Create a basic booklet, title page, and table of contents.
1. Ask students to investigate an online poetry journal at http://www.emerson.u98.k12.me.us/gr5poetry/

2. After 10-12 minutes of exploration, ask students to discuss the elements of the online booklet (table of contents, page layout, title font size, text font size for poetry, order for the poems, page numbers, etc.)
3. Generate a group list of the elements that will be included in the students’ booklets.  [Create a checklist prior to the lesson or after the discussion to distribute to students along with the rubric.]
4. Based on the number of pages needed, create the booklet using MS Word or Publisher or a similar program. 
· MS Word: https://www.microsoft.com/education/createbooklet.mspx
· MS Publisher: http://www.sd13.org/do/tech/help/pubbooklet.htm


5. Add a table of contents.  If using Publisher or Word, insert a two-column table.  One column will be used for each title, and the second column will be used for the page number.  Publisher also includes several pre-formatted designs for tables of contents.  Any of these can be inserted into the booklet.
6. Page numbers can be inserted in either software program. 
7. Differentiated Instruction Idea:  For students who finish early or need an extra poem to fill in a page, try the Poetry Idea Engine: http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/poetry_engine.htm.  This activity helps students write haikus, free verse, limericks, and other forms of poetry.
Lesson 2: Key in poetry.
1. In this session, students key or copy/paste their poetry into their booklet’s pages. If a specific order is required, remind students to use their checklist to follow it.
2. If there are many short poems, students might combine them on a page.

3. If there are many poems to add to the booklet, students may need another session.
Lesson 3: Create original art and/or use clipart.
1. In this session, students add appropriate clip art or create their own appropriate original art to insert into the booklet.
2. If students are unfamiliar with Paint, here are two tutorials for using the free application:

· MS Paint: http://www.artsci.wustl.edu/~gssw/2004/day1/paint.htm

· MS Paint: http://www.fayette.k12.il.us/99/paint/paint.htm
Lesson 4: Proofread/revise poetry booklet
Ask students to use the spell checker tool and thesaurus to enhance word choices. Students can make additional “cosmetic” changes to improve their booklets and use their checklists and rubric to match against their work. Students can proofread each other’s booklets as well. After revisions have been completed, ask students to turn in a final copy (print or file) for teacher’s inspection.
Lesson 5:  Print, assemble, and share the poetry booklets.
After final teacher approval, it’s time to print booklets! If your budget allows, use heavier paper (28 lb) with a high degree of brightness (96).  Print the booklets double-sided and fasten them with staples or yarn.

After all their hard work, students will be excited to share their booklets with fellow students so schedule a poetry reading fest.  Ask each poet to read his/her best poem aloud to the class and build in time for students to view booklets.  As a wrap up, hand out certificates.
Award Poetry Certificates:  http://www.microsoft.com/education/MonthCertArchive.mspx
Finally, ask students to self-reflect on the process. What advice would they give to next year’s students? Knowing what they know now, how would they have proceeded differently? 
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Pre-assess the class using key vocabulary terms (see below or use your own list) or the online assessment http://volweb.utk.edu/Schools/bedford/harrisms/popquiz.htm or both.
· Scoring Criteria: Teacher-determined.

· Post-Assessment: Use the same pre-assessment to determine what students have learned.

Sample Key Vocabulary:
1. Alliteration
2. Cinquain  
3. Descriptive Words
4. Haiku  
5. Limerick 
6. Onomatopoeia 

7. Personification 
8. Rhyme 
9. Rhythm 

10.  Stanza 
· Scoring Criteria: Teacher-determined.

· Sample Rubric for Poetry Booklet
	Poetry Booklet

	CATEGORY
	4 POINTS 
	3 POINTS 
	2 POINTS 
	1 POINT 

	Clip Art/ Original 
Art
	Illustrations are detailed, attractive, display creativity and relate well to the text on the page. 
	Illustrations are complete, detailed, attractive, and relate to the text on the page. 
	Illustrations are incomplete or only partly relate to the text on the page. 
	Illustrations are not present OR they do not relate to the text on the page. 

	Mechanics
	There are no capitalization or punctuation errors.
	There are a few minor errors in capitalization or punctuation. Errors do not reduce clarity. 
	There are noticeable errors in capitalization or punctuation. Errors may reduce clarity. 
	There are several errors throughout. Errors severely affect clarity. 

	Original Poem Format
	Poems follow their required format perfectly. Poems are creative, interesting and enjoyable to read. 
	Poems follow their required format with a few errors in form. 
	Poems have several format errors. 
	Poems do not fit their required format. Poems are incomplete. 

	Presentation
	The final booklet is creatively bound and visually appealing. The final booklet reflects significant thought and attention to detail. 
	The final booklet is creatively bound and visually appealing. The final booklet reflects some thought and attention to detail. 
	The final booklet is bound but lacking attention to detail. 
	The poetry is not in booklet form. 

	Neatness
	The booklet has no distracting errors, spots, or erasures. 
	The booklet has almost no distracting errors, spots, or erasures.
	The booklet has several distracting errors, spots, or erasures. 
	The booklet has many distracting errors, spots, or erasures.

	Required Content
	The booklet includes all required content as well as additional information. 
	The booklet includes all required content. 
	One poem is missing. 
	Two or more poems are missing. 

	Table of Contents
	The table of contents is well presented and includes all required elements. (page numbers, name of poem, and name of author) 
	The table of contents is acceptable and includes most required elements. 
	The table of contents is present but includes few required elements. 
	The table of contents is poorly presented, incomplete or missing. 

	Total
	  
	  
	  
	  


Technology (hardware/software):

· Internet/Web Access

· Word processing, desktop publishing, and/or presentation software.

· File storage 

Key Vocabulary:
· Booklet

· Poetry terms
Application Beyond School: A poetry booklet might be created for a special adult – or published for Mother’s Day or another event. 

Teacher Reflection and Notes: 
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