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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Pre-World War II European Jewish Life Photo Project
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Estera Ajzen poses with family friends in the window of a home in Chelm, 1936. 

Created by: Adapted by Jessica Clark from http://www.ushmm.org/education/foreducators/prodev/beli/2003/
Lesson Abstract:  This lesson is to show students how normal Jewish life was before the Holocaust and the years leading up to the Holocaust.  They will explore this by researching photos taken of Jewish people before the Holocaust.
Subject Area:  World History 
Grade Level:  10-12 grade
Unit Title:
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS
1.a.1  Students discuss emerging technology resources (e.g., podcasting, webcasting, compressed video delivery, online file sharing, graphing calculators, global positioning software).

1.b.5  Students identify common graphic, audio, and video file formats (e.g., jpeg, gif, bump, mpeg, wav).

1.b.6  Students demonstrate how to import/export text, graphics, or audio files.

TECHOLOGY RESEARCH TOOLS
5.a.1  Students compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information.

5.a.3  Students distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference.

5.a.4  Students evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Not Yet Available
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
1.4.2 Evaluate the responses of individuals to historic violations of human dignity involving discriminations, persecution, and crimes against humanity.

GEOGRAPHIC PERSPECTIVE
2.2.1 Explain how geography and major world processes influence major world events.
2.3.2 Explain how events have causes and consequences in different parts of the world.

5.1.1  Locate information pertaining to a specific social science topic in-depth using

          a variety of sources and electronic technologies.
5.1.3  Develop generalizations pertaining to a specific social science topic by               Interpreting information from a variety of sources.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
3-4 fifty minute class periods
Instructional resources:
Project assignment sheet that gives instruction for each step
• Computers with Internet access for each student
• www.ushmm.org Web site: Photo Archives and Holocaust Learning Center
• Large classroom map of World War II Europe
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.google.com
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Simon Wiesenthal Center
Cybrary of the Holocaust
Remembering the Holocaust
Auschwitz-Birkenau
Holocaust Glossary
Holocaust Bibliography
An Auschwitz Alphabet
Leni Riefenstahl stills
Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation
36 Holocaust Questions and Answers
Prior required technology skills:
Search Engines

Word Processing
Scanning
Sequence of Activities:

Brainstorm in small groups (2-3) a word list for daily life.  This will help students in researching their photos.
Discuss and create a big list on the board.

Hand out student instructions and explain.   This contains student instructions and worksheets for one photo analysis worksheet.  I usually have them analyze two photos.  Teacher Instructions
Days 1 and 2-spend class time finding photos of pre-World War II Jewish life.

Students copy and paste photo with only location and date in a word document and print.

Analyze the photo with the worksheets provided.
Begin researching the town or city by answering the following questions

• How large was the town’s/city’s Jewish population and how long had Jews been living there?
• What was Jewish life/culture in that town/city like prior to the German invasion?
• Where is or was that town/city located?
• When and how did the town/city come under Nazi rule (timeline)?
• What was the fate of this particular town’s/city’s Jews during the Holocaust?
Homework
Assign students to go home and look through old family photos.  Find one that relates with one of the Jewish photos they selected and bring it in the next day.  
Write and organized response to these questions.

• In examining your researched photos, what evidence suggests that life was “normal” or “ordinary” for the Jews prior to the German occupation?
• What did you discover as you looked through your own family’s photos in relation to those that you had researched? Which one did you choose to share? How does it relate and why?
• What do these photos, both yours and the researched ones, tell you about Jewish life in Europe before World War II?
Day 3

1. Have students scan their own family photos.  Then have them attach it to the same document that contains the similar Jewish life photo.  After this is completed everyone should post the photos together on one bulletin board to make one large collage.  

2. Students will now place a pushpin on the map to show the city or town that they researched.

3. Turn in photo analysis sheets, writing assignment (homework questions), and location research assignment.

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:
What was Jewish daily life like in the early 30s?  Early 40s?  What types of jobs did Jewish people have?  What was a typical day like for Jewish children?  How were Jews different than other people in the world during the 30s?  What is your typical day like?  What is a typical day like in your community?
· Scoring Criteria:

· Teacher Observation
· Post-Assessment:

· Choosing the 2 types of photos and showing that they understand how the parallel lives between the students and the Jewish population.
· Photo analysis worksheets for 2 Jewish photos.
· Well organized written piece on what happened to the Jewish community/town during the war.
  Scoring Criteria:



Worksheets

· How much detail was put into the observation of the photos?
· How well did they comprehend what was in the photos?
Written Piece
· Students explaining what they see as normal life in the photographs and how it relates to their own lives.
· Details of what daily life, cultural and communal, was like in the town they researched before and during the war.
· The more details they are able to give the better understanding they have on how “normal” each community was.
Class Discussion

Students should be graded on their discussion of the topics in class.       This is a way to gauge their understanding of Pre-War Jewish life.
Technology (hardware/software):
1 computer per student
Word Processing
Internet

Scanner

Printer

Key Vocabulary:
Nazi

Jewish

Holocaust

Judaism

World War II

Europe

Application Beyond School:

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
I use this as an introduction to teaching the Holocaust to my students.  I think it’s good for them to see how the Jewish population was just like the rest of the world.  They can now see Jews as their own neighbors and friends who were being persecuted by Hitler and the Nazi Party. 
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