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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Passport to Africa Data Comparison Project
Created by:   Ronalyn Arseneau (Adapted from “Passport to the Eastern Hemisphere,” created by Craig Blower of Swan Valley School District, Saginaw, Michigan, for the MAISA and the REMC Association of Michigan Best Practices in Technology Integration Plan: http://www.remc11.k12.mi.us/bstpract/bstpract/155/155.htm)

Lesson Abstract:   Students will create a passport document based on information they have found through Internet or print research sources on population, GDP, currency, geographic area, etc., for a country to which they are traveling.  Class discussions will be held regarding differences in these countries by way of religious tolerance, gender roles, dress, laws, and regulations.  Students will then compile their data using database software, and will query and create reports to make comparisons of the data. 
Subject Area:  Social Studies
Grade Level:  6-8
Unit Title:  Africa 
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Grades 6-8. 

Basic Operations and Concepts

1.  Students use proper keyboarding posture, finger positions, and touch-typing techniques to improve accuracy, speed, and general efficiency in operating a computer.
Technology Productivity Tools


2.  Students use a variety of resources, including the internet, to increase learning and productivity.

Technology Research Tools


2.  Students evaluate information from various online resources for accuracy, bias, appropriateness, and comprehensiveness.


4.  Students know how to create and populate a database

5.  Students can perform queries on existing databases.


6.  Students know how to create and modify a simple database report.

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

Social Studies, Middle School
SOC.II.1.MS.1 – Locate and describe the diverse places, cultures, and communities of major world regions.

SOC.II.1.MS.2 – Describe and compare characteristics of major world cultures including language, religion, belief systems, gender roles, and traditions.
SOC.II.3.MS.1 – Locate and describe major economic activities and occupations of major world regions and explain the reasons for their locations.

SOC.II.3.MS.4 – Compare major world regions with respect to cultures, economy, governmental systems, environment, and communications

SOC.IV.5.MS.1 – Identify the current and potential contributions of national and world regions to trade.

SOC.V.1.MS.1 – Locate and interpret information about the natural environments and cultures of countries using a variety of primary and secondary sources and electronic technologies, including computers and telecommunications where appropriate.
SOC.V.1.MS.2 – Use traditional and electronic means to organize social science information and to make maps, graphs, and tables.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  
Estimated total time: 300 minutes

Daily estimate: 50 minutes

Number of days: 6
Instructional resources:
Publication software or word processing software, digital camera, data projector, Internet access, data processing software such as Microsoft Access (a tutorial is available at http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC061181381033).  If Microsoft Access is not available to you, data processing software called “Base” from OpenOffice.org is downloadable free of charge at www.openoffice.org.  A tutorial for Base is available at http://www.euclideanspace.com/software/information/relational/example/.
Optional resource:  Microsoft’s tutorial about how to create a Publisher publication: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/assistance/HP030763891033.aspx 

Possible websites for exploration:

http://reference.allrefer.com/world/countries/africa.html 

http://allafrica.com/
Prior required technology skills:

Students should have experience using publishing or word processing software and should be able to practice safe Internet search practices.  Teacher should be able to model database software on data projector. 
Sequence of Activities:
The Passport Project may be conducted as a part of the study of Africa, or any other region of the world.

1. Each student is assigned a nation at random from the region being studied.

2. During the course of the project, students will use electronic resources, as well as any print resources, to research their assigned nation for the following basic information:

Population

Geographic area

Government type

Currency

Economy

Religion

Main export
Gross Domestic Product
Students must also evaluate and analyze the information and the sources of information for credibility.  This is a great opportunity to include a one-day lesson on evaluating Internet content.  See Evaluating Internet Content and Website Credibility for lesson ideas.
3.  Once the research is completed, each student will create a passport (using a template and a digital camera photo of themselves). In this passport, students will also record the information about the nation they are studying.  An example Passport may be found at the end of this document.  
4.  Students will create a table in a database software program.  The teacher should model the creation of the database file and table, including the creation of fields for the following data:
Country

Population

Geographic Area

Government Type

Currency Type

Economy

Religion

Main export
GDP

Once created, each student should enter the data from their researched country into the database table.


5.  Students will share their passports on the data projector.  As the data is displayed, each student will enter the other students’ data into their database table.  It is interesting for the teacher to include data for the United States for comparison purposes.  Class discussions can be held throughout the project in regard to differences in countries by way of religious tolerance, gender roles, dress, laws, and regulations.  

6.  The teacher should next model on the data projector the creation of a query in the database program to pull up specific information, such as population greater than 30 million people.  The teacher can use this opportunity to compare various items of data from country to country with the class and review causes and consequences.  At this point, the teacher can model creating a report using another set of data from the table.
Assessments:

Students will be evaluated on the content of their passport pages, as well as on the design and accuracy of their database table and/or through the accuracy of the printed report.
Technology (hardware/software):
Publishing and/or word processing software, database software, Internet access, data projector, digital camera
Key Vocabulary:   Africa, population, geographic area, currency, economy, gross domestic product, religion, exports, database, query, table
Application Beyond School:  Students will gain an awareness of database software and its application.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:  This project may be easily modified to include any region of the world.
Passport

(digital photo)

Central Middle School

Name______________________________

Date of Birth______________ Place of Birth_________________

Date of Issue___________ Place of Issue:  Central Middle School

__________________________________________

Signature of Bearer

Country Information:

Country: ____________________________________________

Population: __________________________________________

Geographic Area: _____________________________________

Government Type: ____________________________________

Currency: ___________________________________________

Type of Economy: _____________________________________

Religion: _____________________________________________

Main Export: _________________________________________

Gross Domestic Product:________________________________
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