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             Technology-Enhanced Unit Plan
Unit Title:  Write an Original Mad Lib!
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Unit Abstract: Mad Libs® is the name of a popular game that uses word “inserts” to complete a story. Invented to be used at parties, Mad Libs can also be used in classrooms to help teach/reinforce parts of speech. 
In this unit, students practice using parts of speech when they play Mad Libs and further benefit when they write their own original Mad Libs. 

In five sessions, students will:

1. Review parts of speech.

2. Practice using parts of speech with online Mad Libs.

3. Collaboratively write their own Mad Libs

4. Key Mad Libs into a software application.

5. Share their Mad Libs with other students and reflect on the process.
[Note: Mad Libs® were invented in 1953 by Leonard Stern and Roger Price.  More information about their invention is available at http://us.penguingroup.com/static/packages/us/yreaders/madlibs/history.html.] 
Subject Area:  Language Arts 

Grade Level:  5 
Unit Title: Write an Original Mad Lib!

Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
1. 1b.3 Students manage and maintain files on a hard drive or the network.  

2. 1b.8 Students proofread and edit writing using appropriate resources (e.g., dictionary, spell check, grammar check, grammar references, writing references) and grade level appropriate checklists both individually and in groups.
3. 3a.3 Students use a variety of technology tools and applications to promote [their] creativity

4. 3b.1 Students collaborate with classmates using a variety of technology tools to plan, organize, and create a group project. 

5. 4b.1 Students use a variety of media and formats to create and edit products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, brochures, web pages) to communicate information and ideas to various audiences.  
6. 4b.2 Students identify how different forms of media and formats may be used to share similar information, depending on the intended audience (e.g., presentations for classmates, newsletters for parents).  

7. 5a.1 Students use Web search engines and built-in search functions of other various resources to locate information

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

1. W.PR.05.01 Students will set a purpose, consider audience, and replicate authors’ styles and patterns when writing a narrative or informational piece.

2. W.PR.05.02 Students will apply a variety of pre-writing strategies for both narrative and informational writing in order to generate, sequence, and structure ideas of characters, settings, ideas, relationship of theory/evidence, or compare/contrast.

3. W.PR.05.03 Students will draft focused ideas using linguistic structures and textural features needed to clearly communicate information composing coherent, mechanically sound paragraphs when writing compositions.

4. W.PR.05.04 Students will revise drafts based on constructive and specific oral and written responses to writing by identifying sections of the piece to improve organization and flow of ideas such as titles, leads, endings, and powerful verbs.

5. W.PR.05.05 Students will proofread and edit writing using grade-level checklists and other appropriate resources both individually and in groups.

6. W.PS.05.01 Students will exhibit personal style and voice to enhance the written message in both narrative (personification, humor, element of surprise) and informational writing.

7. W.GR.05.02 Students will in the context of writing, correctly use compound subjects and predicates, proper nouns and pronouns, articles, conjunctions, hyphens in compound and number words, commas between two independent clauses to set off direct address, long phrase, clauses, colons to separate hours and minutes and to introduce a list.

8. W.AT.05.01 Students will be enthusiastic about writing and learning to write.

9. L.RP.05.01 Students will listen to or view knowledgeably and discuss a variety of genre and compare their responses to those of their peers.

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

Content Standard 7
Later Elementary

4. Develop and use a variety of strategies for planning, drafting, and revising different forms of texts for specific purposes.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:  Five class periods.

Instructional resources: Computer access to the WWW, word processing software, publishing software, and/or presentation software, optional learning materials. 

Prior required technology skills: Internet access and WWW navigation skills, word processing, desktop publishing, and/or presentation software skills.  The software application can be determined by the teacher or offered as a choice to students.
Sequence of Activities:

Prior to the lessons: 

1. Determine the theme or topic for Mad Libs students will write. Themes can relate to books students have read, authors, various genre, school news, social studies (American Revolution, the 13 Colonies), science, or other topics.

2. Decide which software will be used to write and publish the Mad Libs. If students need training in the application of choice, build in extra time.

3. Pre-assess the class on parts of speech, using a tool of your choice. (See the assessment section for suggestions.) Once you know where students stand in terms of knowing the various parts of speech, you can structure the activity accordingly.

Lesson 1:  Pre-assess/review parts of speech.

Using a tool of your choice, pre-assess parts of speech with students.  Students will enjoy online sites but you may have to create a response sheet for them to record to their scores.  You may also use a pre-assessment activity from the language arts textbook or create one of your own. [Note: if students perform poorly in the pre-assessment, you will probably want to build in a mini-review session for those who need it.]

Online activity sites include:

· Grammar Blast: http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hme/k_5/quizzes/index.html


· Grammar Crackers: http://www.quia.com/pages/grammarcrackers.html
· Grammar Gorillas:
http://www.funbrain.com/grammar/
· Grammar Glossary: http://www.harcourtschool.com/glossary/grammar/index5.html

· Life on the Pronoun Reef: http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/sea_park/index_pre.html


· Noun Dunk: http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/basketball/index.html

· Noun Explorer: http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/nounexplorer/index_pre.html

· Parts of Speech Help: http://www.eduplace.com/tales/poshelp.html

· Preposition Desert: http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/preposition_desert/index_pre.html
· Save the Kingdom: http://www.teach-nology.com/arcade/english/


· Verb Power: http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/verb_power/index_pre.html

Lesson 2: Play Online Mad Libs

Show students online Mad Libs and have them interact with several.  Afterwards, discuss key points as to what makes a good Mad Lib (easy to understand, correct spelling and punctuation, fun, entertaining, mysterious, etc.) Generate a class list of the key points excellent Mad Libs include.

 Mad Libs URLs:
· Create Your Own Adventure: http://www.pbs.org/kratts/crazy/madlibs/

· Teach-nology: http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/language_arts/madlibs/

· Wacky Tales: http://www.funbrain.com/funbrain/cgi-bin/wt.cgi?A1=s
· Wacky Web Tales: http://www.eduplace.com/tales/


· Word Lib samples: http://www.teach-nology.com/gold/summer5.html

Lesson 3: Collaboratively Write Mad Libs

Using a predetermined theme or topic and the key points discussed in lesson 2, pair students to write a Mad Lib.  Provide additional requirements such as length, parts of speech, cooperative teamwork, etc. Adjust the rubric displayed later in this lesson to fit your requirements and share the rubric with students prior to their writing. You may also choose to create a Mad Lib writing checklist. You can generate one here: http://pblchecklist.4teachers.org/testing.php3?idunique=3&max=6&checklist=4 or use one such as http://ettc.net/writing/PDFfiles/Proofreading%20Checklist.pdf

Remind students to write in paragraph form, to proof and revise their work, and to use appropriate, vivid vocabulary. It’s easier for students to construct the Mad Lib first as a whole story WITHOUT missing words.  After their creation makes sense to them and has been approved by the teacher, students can remove specific words and replace them with underscores/blanks and provide prompts such as noun, active verb, etc.
Lesson 4: Key Mad Libs into Software Applications
In this session students key their Mad Libs into teacher-selected software or student-selected software. If one computer per student is available, each student can key in the jointly-written Mad Lib so each student saves a copy to My Documents.  If computers are shared, students can share the typing and save a copy to the students’ shared drive, individual floppies or flash drives. Many teachers will choose word processing or desktop publishing as the vehicle for expression; however, teachers may also consider presentation software such as PowerPoint so that products can be shared with the whole class.

After keying in the Mad Lib, ask students to use the spell checker tool and thesaurus to enhance word choices. Representative clip art may be added to enhance the product. In addition, have students print their Mad Lib to check for further errors. After final corrections are made, ask students to turn in their final copy for a final inspection.
Lesson 5: Share the Mad Libs! Reflect on the Process.
After all their hard work, students will be excited to share their Mad Libs with fellow students.  Depending on your teaching style, you may want to duplicate copies of the Mad Libs for each student or student pairs, place them in “stations” around the classroom and rotate students to play them, or try them out as a whole class. You might also consider holding a contest for funniest, best, and most mysterious Mad Lib. You might also challenge one class to write Mad Libs for exchange with another class.
Finally, ask students to self-reflect on the process. What advice would they give to next year’s students? Knowing what they know now, how would they have proceeded differently? 
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Use an online tool such as Grammar Blast or a textbook pre-assessment. http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hme/k_5/quizzes/index.html
· Scoring Criteria: Teacher-determined.

· Post-Assessment: Use the same tool as the pre-assessment.

· Scoring Criteria: Teacher-determined.

· Sample Rubric for Mad Lib

	Write a Mad Lib!



	

	CATEGORY 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Writing - Mechanics
	Capitalization and punctuation are correct throughout the Mad Lib. 
	There are 1-2 capitalization and/or punctuation errors in the Mad Lib. 
	There are 3-4 capitalization and/or punctuation errors in the Mad Lib.
	There are 5 or more punctuation errors in the Mad Lib. 

	Spelling and Proofreading
	There are 0 spelling errors in the Mad Lib. 
	There are 1-2 spelling errors in the Mad Lib. 
	There are 3-4 spelling errors in the Mad Lib.
	There are 5 or more spelling errors in the Mad Lib.

	Parts of Speech
	All the following parts of speech used at least once: adjectives, prepositions, adverbs, and pronouns. 

Two different kinds of nouns and verbs are used. 
	All parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, prepositions, adverbs, and pronouns) are used once. 
	The Mad Lib is missing one part of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, prepositions, adverbs, and pronouns). 
	The Mad Lib is missing two or more parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, prepositions, adverbs, and pronouns). 

	Number of Blanks
	The Mad Lib contains 15-20 blanks for new words to be inserted. 
	The Mad Lib contains 10-14 blanks for new words to be inserted. 
	The Mad Lib contains 5-9 blanks for new words to be inserted 
	The Mad Lib contains 1-4 blanks for new words to be inserted

	Creativity Bonus
	The Mad Lib captures the reader’s attention. Other categories are added (ex. color, numbers, locations, etc.) 
	The Mad Lib is somewhat interesting and engaging; Other categories may be present. 
	The Mad Lib is not very interesting or engaging. Other categories are not added. 
	The Mad Lib is hard to follow and not very interesting or engaging; Other categories are not added 

	Teamwork
	Student pairs work cooperatively and share responsibility 90-100% of the time.
	Student pairs work cooperatively and share responsibility 80-89% of the time.
	Student pairs work cooperatively and share responsibility 70-79% of the time.
	Student pairs work cooperatively and share responsibility 60-69% of the time or less.


Technology (hardware/software):

· Internet/Web Access

· Word processing, desktop publishing, and/or presentation software.

· File storage 

Key Vocabulary:
· Mad Lib

· Parts of Speech
Application Beyond School: Variations of Mad Libs can be written for any occasion or topic and shared with non-school audiences. 

Teacher Reflection and Notes: 
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