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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  The Five Themes of ___________
Created by: Liz Staats Burt, Mackinac Island Public School
Lesson Abstract: Students will use various pieces of handheld software to create a digital group project about the Five Themes of Geography of a city.
Subject Area:  Social Studies


Grade Level:  3rd – 5th 
Unit Title: Geography
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
· Basic Operations and Concepts

2. Students know proper keyboarding positions and touch-typing techniques.  


4. Students demonstrate proper care in the use of hardware, software, 
peripherals, and storage media.  

5. Students know how to exchange files with other students using technology 
(e.g., e-mail attachments, network file sharing, diskettes, flash drives).  

7. Students identify search strategies for locating needed information on the 
internet.  


8. Students proofread and edit writing using appropriate resources (e.g., 
dictionary, spell check, grammar check, grammar references, writing 
references) and grade level appropriate checklists both individually and in 
groups.

· Technology Productivity Tools

1. Students collaborate with classmates using a variety of technology tools to 
plan, organize, and create a group project.


3. Students use a variety of technology tools and applications to promote 
[their] creativity.  


5. Students collaborate with classmates using a variety of technology tools to 
plan, organize, and create a group project

· Technology Communication Tools


1. Students use basic telecommunication tools (e.g., e-mail, WebQuests, IM, 
blogs, chat rooms, web conferencing) for collaborative projects with other 
students. 
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

No GLCEs are available for social studies at this time.

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

· Geographic Perspective 1.3 Locate and describe the major places, cultures, and communities of the nation and compare their characteristics.

· Geographic Perspective 2.4 Explain how various people and cultures have adapted to and modified the environment.

· Geographic Perspective 3.3 Explain how transportation and communication link people and communities.

· Geographic Perspective 4.1 Draw sketch maps of the community, region, and nation.

· Geographic Perspective 4.2 Describe places, cultures, and communities in the United States and compare them with those in other regions and countries.

· Geographic Perspective 4.4 Describe the physical, economic, and cultural geography of contemporary Michigan and its causes, advantages, and disadvantages.

· Inquiry 1.1 Locate information about local, state and national communities using a variety of traditional sources, electronic technologies, and direct observations. 

· Inquiry 1.3 Interpret social science information about local, state, and national communities from maps, graphs, and charts.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
Approximately two weeks

Instructional resources:


http://www.nationalgeographic.com/resources/ngo/education/themes.html
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/guides/lithuania/lithgeothemes.html
http://www2.una.edu/geography/statedepted/themes.html
Prior required technology skills:

Basic handheld operations
Use of required handheld software

Typing skills
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Use of internet search engines

Using a Table top camera such as a FlexCam or Elmo with a 


TV or data projector
Sequence of Activities:

Before teaching the lesson, use a program such as FlingIt to place some of the listed websites onto your handheld. Be sure to check them out first as some are designed more for teachers.

1. [image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]Superiar

<

Oome.




Begin by beaming the some of the websites to the students. For each day of the week read about and discuss one of the five themes. As a class discuss that theme and how it relates to your city. Encourage the students to think about that theme and other cities they have visited. (Drawings and short explanations about the five themes of your city makes a great quick bulletin board.)

2. At the start of the next week group students into pairs or small groups. Ask each group to choose a United States city they would like to visit or learn more about. Explain that they will be creating a digital presentation on their handheld about that city and using the internet to research it, so they need to choose one that is well known.

3. Show the class a sample project you have created about your city. (See screenshots.) The project should begin with a concept map with the name of the city in the central node with an animation of a virtual trip to that city attached to it. 

4. Surrounding the central node should be a node for each of the five themes. Attached to each theme should be a written piece about that particular theme.

5. After students have turned in their projects by synching their handhelds, use the table top camera and projector or TV to have the groups share their cities with the class. I have my students begin by locating their city on our classroom US map. 
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: none
· Scoring Criteria:

· Post-Assessment: Assess the student’s projects using the included rubric.
· Scoring Criteria:

	The Five Themes of ________________ Grading Rubric

	

	Required

Elements
	
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	A concept map is included showing the name of the city in the central node. Each of the five themes also has a node on the map.
	
	5
	

	An animation (of at least 10 slides) of a virtual tour of the researched city is included and attached to the central node.
	
	17
	

	Location: Both absolute and relative locations of the city are included and discussed in a written piece.
	
	10
	

	Place: Both physical and human characteristics are included and an example of each is described in a written piece. 
	
	10
	

	Human/Environment Interaction: at least two of the following are included and discussed in a written piece: how humans have adapted, modified, and depended on this environment.
	
	10
	

	Movement: At least two of the following are included and discussed in a written piece: How goods, ideas, and people move into and out of this area.
	
	10
	

	Region: At least two of the following are included and discussed in a written piece: How is this region defined? Formally, functionally, vernacularly, physically, culturally?
	
	10
	

	The verbal presentation was well prepared and accurate.
	
	20
	

	Writing: Correct grammar, writing conventions, and spelling was used throughout the written pieces.
	
	8
	

	Additional comments:


	
	100


	


Technology (hardware/software):
Handheld and keyboard, one per student

Software such as FlingIt, Sketchy, FreeWrite and PiCoMap, available at http://www.goknow.com/Products/HLE_palm.php#Tools
Table top camera such an Elmo or FlexCam

TV or data projector

Key Vocabulary:
Geography

Location - Absolute & relative
Latitude & longitude

Place

Region

Human / environment interaction

Movement

Characteristic - Physical & human
Application Beyond School:

The five themes of geography affect many things in our daily lives from fashion to business and economics.

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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