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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Evaluating Websites

Created by: Kathy Morris and Sara Van Abel
Lesson Abstract: Students will learn tips and techniques to evaluate the validity and reliability of websites.  They will present their evaluations to the class in a multimedia format.  

Subject Area: ELA 
Grade Level:  9-12
Unit Title: Internet Research
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

1. Students discuss emerging technology resources (e.g., podcasting, webcasting, compressed video delivery, online file sharing, graphing calculators, global positioning software).
2. Students identify the capabilities and limitations of emerging communication resources.
3. Students formulate and use evaluation criteria (authority, accuracy, relevancy, timeliness) for information located on the internet to present research findings.
4. Students determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive.
5. Students evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation.
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Standard 1.3 Communicate in speech, writing and multimedia using content, form, voice, and style appropriate to the audience and purpose.


CE. 1.3.4 Develop and extend a thesis, argument, or exploration of a topic.


CE  1.3.6 Use speaking, writing and visual presentations to appeal to 
audiences of different social, economic, and cultural backgrounds.

Standard 1.4 Develop and use the tools and practices of inquiry and research.


CE  1.4.4 Interpret, synthesize, and evaluate information/findings in various 
print sources and media


CE 1.4.7 Recognize the role of research, including student research, as a 
contribution to collective knowledge in selecting an appropriate method or 
genre through which research findings will be shared and evaluated.

Standard 2.1 Develop critical reading, listening and viewing strategies


CE 2.1.2 Make supported inferences and draw conclusions based on 
informational print and multimedia features and explain how authors and 
speakers use them to infer the organization of text and enhance 
understanding, convey meaning and inspire or mislead audiences.


CE 2.1.7 Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual 
information by restating, paraphrasing, summarizing, etc. 


CD 2.1.10 Listen to and view speeches, presentations, and multimedia 
works to identify and respond thoughtfully to key ideas, significant details, 
logical organization, fact and opinion and propaganda.

Standard 2.2 Use a variety of reading, listening, and viewing strategies to construct meaning beyond the literal level


CE 2.2.1  Recognize literary and persuasive strategies as ways by which 
authors convey ideas and readers make meaning.


CE 2.2.2  Examine the ways in which prior knowledge and personal 
experience affect the understanding of written, spoken, or multimedia text

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

Estimated total time: 200 minutes

Daily estimate: 50 minutes

Daily estimate: 4 days
Instructional resources:

Student evaluation worksheet

Assignment of websites for students

· Two “bogus” websites from resource list

· One additional reliable website

Lists of bogus websites:

http://www.proscenia.net/pronews/discussion/110203_fakewebsites.html
http://www.det.wa.edu.au/education/cmis/eval/curriculum/ict/webeval/eval12.htm
http://www.shambles.net/pages/staff/bogusweb/
http://www.museumofhoaxes.com/hoaxsites.html
Student Evaluation Worksheet sites

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/eval.html
ABC’s of Website Evaluation handout

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/pdf/weval_02.pdf
Secondary Level Evaluation worksheet in WORD document template from Kathy Schrock

Name:        Date:     
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 CRITICAL EVALUATION OF A WEB SITE 

SECONDARY SCHOOL LEVEL
©1996-2006. Kathleen Schrock (kathy@kathyschrock.net)

Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators http://discoveryschool.com/schrockguide/



1. What type of connection do you have to the Internet?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dial-in connection: modem speed (circle one) 28.8 -- 33.6 -- 56k

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct connection:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 56K    FORMCHECKBOX 
 DSL    FORMCHECKBOX 
T1    FORMCHECKBOX 
T3    FORMCHECKBOX 
Broadband/cable    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:     
2. What Web browser are you using?       
3. What is the URL of the Web page you are evaluating?

http://      

4. What is the name of the site?       

	Part 1: Technical and visual aspects of the page
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the yes or no column for each.
	YES
	NO

	Does the page take a long time to load?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Do any pictures or photographs on the page add to the information?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is the spelling correct on the page?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are there headings and subheadings on the page?

· If so, are they helpful?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is the page signed by the author?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is the author's e-mail address included?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is there a date on the page that tells you when it was last updated?

· If so, is it current?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is the format standard and readable with your browser?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is there an image map (large clickable graphic with hyperlinks) on the page?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is there a table (columns of text) on the page? (Check the source code to be sure.)

· If so, is the table readable with your browser?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If you have graphics turned off, is there a text alternate to the images?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	On supporting pages, is there a link back to the home page?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are the links clearly visible and annotated or explanatory?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are there photographs or sound files on the page?

· If so, can you be sure that a picture or sound has not been edited?

· If you're not sure, should you accept the information as valid for your purpose?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Summary of Part One

Using the data you have collected above, write a short statement explaining why you would or wouldn't recommend this site to a friend for use with a project.

     
	Part 2: Content
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the yes or no column for each.
	YES
	NO

	Is the title of the page indicative of the content?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is the purpose of the page indicated on the home page?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	When was the document created? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If there is no date, is the information current?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Does up-to-date information matter for your purpose?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is the information useful for your purpose?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Would it have been easier to get the information somewhere else?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Would information somewhere else have been different?

· Why or why not? 

     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Did the information lead you to other sources, both print and Web, that were useful?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is a bibliography of print sources included?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Does the information appear biased? (One-sided, critical of opposing views, etc.)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Does the information contradict something you found somewhere else?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Do most of the pictures supplement the content of the page?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Part 3: Authority
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the yes or no column for each.
	YES
	NO

	Who created the page?
     


	What organization is the person affiliated with?
     


	Conduct a link:  command in a search engine to see who links to this page. 

Can you tell if other experts in the field think this is a reputable page? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Does the domain of the page (k12, edu, com, org,  gov) influence your evaluation?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are you positive the information is valid and authoritative?

· What can you do to validate the information?
     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are you satisfied the information useful for your purpose?

· If not, what can you do next?

          

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If you do a search in the newsgroups on the creator of the page, do you find additional information that shows the Web page author is an expert in the field?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Narrative Evaluation

Looking at all of the data you have collected above while evaluating the site, explain why or why not this site is (or is not) valid for your purpose. Include the aspects of technical content, authenticity, authority, bias, and subject content.

     
Rubric Generator Sites

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
http://www.phschool.com/professional_development/assessment/rub_oral_presentation.html
http://www.artteacherconnection.com/pages/powerpointrubric.htm
Prior required technology skills:

Ability to connect to and navigate the internet

Basic knowledge of multimedia presentation software and/or materials
Sequence of Activities:

1.  Generate discussion of places we find information.  Examples: Library, encyclopedias, teachers, friends, family, television, radio, and of course, the internet.  

2.  Discuss ways in which we can validate the information.  How do we know it is true?  Reliable?  

3.  Review Kathy Schrock’s ABC’s of Evaluating Websites handout.

4.  Pass out Website Evaluation worksheet.

5.  Give a general overview of the assignment:


“Before we begin our research assignment, we are going to spend a couple days evaluating websites in order to determine their validity and reliability.  I have given you a list of three websites to evaluate.  You need to choose two additional websites to evaluate.  Use the evaluation worksheet as your guide.  You will work in pairs.  After you have completed your evaluations, you will present your findings to the class.  You may either choose to present on our blog site, through a PowerPoint demonstration, or create a podcast/newscast reporting your findings.”

5.  In pairs, have students begin to evaluate the websites.

6.  Teacher should work with groups, circulating the room.

7.  When evaluations are complete, have groups begin to work on presentation.

8.  As students begin to evaluate and synthesize the information they gained from the evaluation, they will begin to recognize the bogus websites.  Many, however, will complete all of the evaluation and presentation criteria and still not recognize the bogus sites.  

9.  Discussion of the sites should follow once presentations are complete.  

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Discussions
· Scoring Criteria: Teacher Observation
· Post-Assessment: Student Presentations
· Scoring Criteria: Rubric (See rubric generator sites)
Technology (hardware/software):

Computer with internet connections

Key Vocabulary: reliability, validity, evaluation

Application Beyond School: Understand the basic workings of the internet and how to choose reliable information
Teacher Reflection and Notes:

Student presentations can be in any format appropriate for class, grade, or technology level.  If the students are already familiar with a variety of media then giving them choices would be ideal.  However, if the teacher is not comfortable with the variety of technology used, choosing one form, say, PowerPoint or a blog site may be easier to coordinate.  
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