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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  What’s in a Name?
Created by: Adapted by Beth Baker from http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/21stcent/lurl.html 
Lesson Abstract: This lesson introduces students to the different domain suffixes in a web site address ( URL or Universal/Uniform Resource Locator ), and the type of organizations that each domain suffix represents. This information can help students become more discerning web users.  
Subject Area:  ELA 
Grade Level:  3-5  TIP: Reduce the # of URLs presented for younger Learners.
Unit Title:  
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Basic Operations and Concepts. By the end of Grade 5, each student will:10 Identify search strategies for locating needed information on the internet 

Social, Ethical, and Human Issues. By the end of Grade 5, each student will: 4. Discuss the accuracy, relevance, appropriateness, and bias of electronic information sources  Technology Research Tools. By the end of Grade 5, each student will: 5. Identify appropriate technology tools and resources by evaluating the accuracy, appropriateness, and bias of the resource
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

W.GN.03.04 Use the writing process to produce and present a research project

—beginning with a teacher-selected topic

—initiating research questions from content area text

—using a variety of resources to gather and organize information.
R.IT.05.01 Analyze elements and style of informational genres (e.g., advertising, experiments, editorials, atlases).

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
· Daily Time Allocation: 60-120 minutes
· Number of Days: 1-2 days
Instructional resources:
  Computer with Internet access

  Web sites for each of the different types of web-based organizations (org., edu., mil., gov., com., k12.ca.us)

  Page with web sites on current topic under study (Sample for Weather)

  Student Worksheet
  Video projection device/screen

  Sentence Strips

  Whiteboard/markers
Prior required technology skills:  Ability to enter a URL and access a web page.
Sequence of Activities:

Set up
· Have projection screen set up
· Have computer set up and internet connectivity established
· On one side of the board write "relevant, authority, current" 
· On the other side of the board write: org, gov, mil, com, edu, k12.ca.us 
· Have definitions for both of these sets of words covered up with a sentence strip 
Suggested Procedure
Tell students that they are going to learn to become web page detectives so that they can better understand who creates web pages. This can help them determine whether these pages are relevant, accurate and current for what they need to find out. 
· Go over the fact that every web site is associated with some type of organization. These different types of web-based organizations are represented by different domain suffixes (org, com, mil, gov, edu, k12.ca.us).
Ask students if they know what type of organization each of these domain suffixes stand for. Uncover definitions. 
· Discuss that you are going to be looking at the URL, or universal resource locator, for several web pages. The URL is another name for web address. 
· Ask students if they know where on the web page to find the web address. The URL contains a lot of very important information. Good detectives can figure out a great deal about the web page by looking at the URL. Tell students: "All of the web pages we will be looking at today have to do with (fill in the topic you are currently working on in class) I chose web pages about (topic) because I knew you were studying about (topic)." 
	Show first web page: USAToday (commercial site). 
Ask students what they can tell about the web site by just looking at the URL. (Answers are given in italics) http://www.usatoday.com/weather/hurricane/whur0.htm 


com - commercial organization 
USA Today - organization that created web site: DISCUSS AUTHORITY HERE 
www - World Wide Web 
html - hypertext markup language 
Date - date web site was created or last updated: DISCUSS CURRENCY HERE 
	Show second web page: FEMA (government site). 
Again ask students what they can tell about the web site by just looking at the URL. (Answers are given in italics) http://www.fema.gov/kids/tornado.htm. 


gov. - government organization (city, state, country) 
fema - organization that created the web site 
kids - written specifically for kids 
tornado - topic of the web site 
Date - date the web site was created or last updated 
	Show third web page: Franklin Institute (education site). 
Again ask students what they can tell about the web site by looking at the URL. (Answers are given in italics) http://www.fi.edu/weather/lightning/science.html. 


fi - organization that created the web site 
edu. - government organization (city, state, country) 
lightning - specific topic about weather the web site is addressing 
weather - general science topic 
science - curricular category under which weather belongs 
date - date the web site was created or last updated 
	Show students fourth web page: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Association (non-profit organization site). 
Ask students what they can tell about the web site by looking at the URL (Answers are given in italics) http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/edu/hurricane/ 


nssl - organization that provides support through funding to the organization that created the web site. NOTE: as with the web site above, you must go back several web pages to find what NSSL stands for. 
noaa - organization that created the web site. NOTE: you must go back several pages to find out what NOAA stands for 
gov - government organization 
hurricane - topic of the web site 
edu - department within NOAA responsible for the information 
date - date the web site was created or last updated 
	Show students fifth web page: Office of Naval Research-Navy (military site). 
Ask students what they can tell about the web site by looking at the URL. (Answers are given in italics) http://www.onr.navy.mil/focus/ocean/motion/waves3.htm Student 
Assignment   TIP: For younger students reduce the # of URLs on the worksheet.
Introduce page with web site addresses. Students need to read the URLs and choose initial web sites based on the information in the URL. By looking at the URLs students should be able to tell what that web site is about and the organization sponsoring it. 
Introduce student worksheet. Tell students they must: 
1. Together with a partner decide which web sites to explore to find information to help answer their research question. 
2. Skim the title and sub titles for their key words (link). 
3. If their key words appear often, then read the page more carefully to determine whether the web page will provide information to help answer their research question. 
4. If the web page has RELEVANT information (information that answers the question) that will help them answer their question, then they are to print out the web page. 
5. Next students are to get a worksheet from the teacher and complete it. 
6. If some students finish early, have them explore other web sites listed on the paper. 



Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  
·  Ask students if they would share some of their favorite web sites.
· Ask students what org, com, mil, gov, edu mean. 
· Ask students what relevant, accuracy, currency mean. 
· Ask students why they think it is important to know these things about web pages. 
· Post-Assessment:

Understanding URLs Worksheet
Names ________________________________________________ 
Date ___________________ 
Web site ______________________________________________________________________
Using information from the web site you chose, please write, IN YOUR OWN WORDS, relevant information that answers your research question.
 

 

Answer these questions about your web site: 
1. Did the web site your chose provide information to answer your research question (was it relevant)? Yes No

2. Who (what organization/authority) created the web site? ___________________________________________________________________________

3. Does the web site have an author? If so, who? ____________________________________ 

4. What are the author's credentials (what does he/she do)? _____________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What type of organization (edu, mil, gov, com, org, k12.ca.us) does the web site belong to? (Circle one) 

6. When was your web site last updated (how current is it)? ____________________________
· Scoring Criteria: 

· 5 correct is proficient
Technology (hardware/software):
Key Words:  organize information, Analyze elements, resources, Point of view, bias
Application Beyond School:

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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