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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Title:  The English slanguage
Created by:  Alexandria Luttke (adapted from English Language Curriculum for Berrien County)
Lesson Abstract:  The evolution and emergence of the English language
Subject Area:  English
Grade Level:  9-12
Unit of Study: Writing
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Basic Operations and Concepts
6. understand that access to online learning increases educational and workplace opportunities

13. proofread and edit a document using an application’s spelling and grammar checking functions

Technology Productivity Tools

4. apply advanced software features such as an application’s built-in thesaurus, templates, and styles to improve the appearance of word processing documents, spreadsheets, and presentations
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

· CE 1.1.3 Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).
· CE 1.1.4 Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, raise a question, argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve another purpose, while simultaneously considering the constraints and possibilities (e.g., structure, language, use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics) of the selected form or genre.

· CE 1.2.1 Write, speak, and use images and graphs to understand and discover complex ideas.

· CE 1.3.1 Compose written, spoken, and/or multimedia compositions in a range of genres (e.g., personal narrative, biography, poem, fiction, drama, creative nonfiction, summary, literary analysis essay, research report, or work-related text): pieces that serve a variety of purposes (e.g., expressive, informative, creative, and persuasive) and that use a variety of organizational patterns (e.g., autobiography, free verse, dialogue, comparison/contrast, definition, or cause and effect).

· CE 1.3.6 Use speaking, writing, and visual presentations to appeal to audiences of different social, economic, and cultural backgrounds and experiences (e.g., include explanations and definitions according to the audience’s background, age, or knowledge of the topic; adjust formality of style; consider interests of potential readers).

· CE 1.5.4 Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository works, proposals, business presentations, advertisements).

· CE 2.2.3 Interpret the meaning of written, spoken, and visual texts by drawing on different cultural, theoretical, and critical perspectives.

· CE 3.4.2 Understand that media and popular texts are produced within a social context and have economic, political, social, and aesthetic purposes.

· CE 3.4.3 Understand the ways people use media in their personal and public lives.

· CE 4.2.1 Understand how languages and dialects are used to communicate effectively in different roles, under different circumstances, and among speakers of different speech communities (e.g., ethnic communities, social groups, professional organizations).

· CE 4.2.2 Understand the implications and potential consequences of language use (e.g., appropriate professional speech; sexist, racist, homophobic language).

· CE 4.2.3 Recognize and appreciate language variety, understand that all dialects are rule-governed, and respect the linguistic differences of other speech communities.

· CE 4.2.4 Understand the appropriate uses and implications of casual or informal versus professional language; understand, as well, the implications of language designed to control others and the detrimental effects of its use on targeted individuals or groups (e.g., propaganda, homophobic language, and racial, ethnic, or gender epithets).

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
· Daily Time Allocation:  180-270 minutes
· Number of Days: 2-3 (discretion taken regarding amount of time allotted for letter writing)
Instructional resources:
· Any writer’s guide for students
· Lamott, Anne. Bird by Bird: Some instructions on writing and life. Wilmington, NC: Anchor, 1995.
· Heard, Georgia. Writing Toward Home Tales and Lessons to Find Your Way. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1995.
· Willis, Meredith Sue. Deep Revision: A Guide for Teachers, Students, and Other Writers. New York: Teachers & Writers Collaborative, 1993.
· Goldberg, Natalie. Writing Down the Bones. Boston, MA: Shambhala, 1986.
· Payne, Lucile Vaughan. The Lively Art of Writing. Essex, England: Signet, 1969.
Prior required technology skills:

· Word processing software
· Computer operation

 Sequence of Activities:
· Teacher asks the class to share stories about word usage in different regions of the country.  (Example: soda and pop, drinking fountain and bubbler).  Consider generational word usage and meaning:  Example: grip and suitcase, bad means good.)

· Read the following excerpt to the class and run off the ABC section comparing British to American English.

“When I first came to America, twenty-two years ago, even though I spoke English, the words coming out of my mouth often resulted in puzzled looks and blank stares, the reason being I didn’t speak AMERICAN English.  I now speak it (and write it) rather fluently, and often interchange words because I’m an inconsistent git (idiot). In attempts to help more people butcher their vocabulary, I have compiled this incomplete dictionary of American and British words (and spellings), in my free time…”

	AMERICAN
	BRITISH

	A

	Airplane
	Aeroplane

	Aluminum
	Aluminium

	Apartment
	Flat

	Appetizer
	Entrée, Starter

	*Archeology
	Archaeology

	B

	Babysitter
	Minder

	Baked Potato
	Jacket Potato

	Bathroom
	Loo, The Toilet

	Band-Aid
	Elastoplast

	Bank Teller
	Cashier

	Bedspread
	Similar to a Eiderdown and Duvet

	Billion
	Trillion

	Bleachers
	Terrace

	Braces (for teeth)
	Brace

	C

	Call (on the phone)
	Ring

	Cafeteria
	Refectory

	Can
	Tin

	Candy
	Sweets

	*Catalog
	Catalogue

	Cents
	Pence

	Chapstick
	Lip Balm

	*Check
	Cheque

	Checkers
	Draughts

	Chips
	Crisps

	Cigarette
	Fag

	Closet (bedroom)
	Wardroom

	Clumsy
	Cackhanded

	Collect Call
	Reverse Charge Call

	*Color
	Colour

	Cookie
	Biscuit

	Cotton Candy
	Candy Flosss

	Commercial 
	Advertisment

	Cracker
	Savoury biscuit

	Crib 
	Cot

	Cross Walk
	Zebra Crossing, Pedestrian Crossing

	Crossing Guard
	Fairy Cake

	*Curb
	Kerb


· Once students understand the concept, ask them to create their own modern lexicon for high school students and teachers/adults/parents.

· Using their newly created lexicon, have students write a letter using a word processing program to a parent including as many of the words as possible, with a translation. The topic is their choice. Length should be between 3-4 paragraphs written in business format.
· Give students a list of ten or fifteen slang terms and ask them using the  visual thesaurus web site translate the terms, give 3-5 synonyms for each term, and on their own, create an illustrate for a term when possible.

· Geek                            

· Go for it

· Ball park

· Cut a deal

· Scope out

· High five

· Win-win situation

· Air head

· Sorry

· Crib

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: not applicable
· Scoring Criteria:

· Post-Assessment: Use this rubric for scoring the letter
· Scoring Criteria:

Scoring Rubric
4

Includes a clearly-stated position with accurate, detailed support.

Effectively uses persuasive techniques to propose a creative solution.

Adheres to correct business-letter format and formal English standards.

3

Includes a clearly-stated position with accurate support.

Effectively uses persuasive techniques to propose a solution.

Has minor errors in business-letter format and/or formal English standards.

2

Includes a clearly-stated position with limited support.

Uses some persuasive techniques to propose a solution.

Errors in business-letter format and/or formal English standards make the writing difficult to read.

1

Includes a poorly-stated position that lacks support.

Uses weak persuasive techniques and does not propose a solution.

Significant errors in business-letter format and formal English standards make the writing difficult to read.

Technology (hardware/software):
· Web site for thesaurus:  http://www.visualthesaurus.com/
· Word processing software 
Key Vocabulary:  colloquialism, sexist language, euphemism, semantics, cliché,        slang, jargon, verb tense, thesaurus
Application Beyond School: The evolution and emergence of the English language
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