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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: Current Events 

Created by: Marc Hefke
Lesson Abstract: Web based current event sources 
Subject Area: Geography (Cultural Geography)

Grade Level: 9-12
Unit Title: Geography  
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

5. Technology research tools\

 a. Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources.

1. Students compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information.
2. Students determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive.
3. Students distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference.
4. Students evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation.
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection: NA as of July 2006
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

II. Geographic Perspective 

Content Standard 1:  All students will describe, compare, and explain the locations and characteristics of 

places, cultures, and settlements.  (People, Places and Cultures) 

Content Standard 4:  All students will describe and compare characteristics of ecosystems, states, 

regions, countries, major world regions, and patterns and explain the processes that created them. 

(Regions, Patterns and Processes) 

Content Standard 5:  All students will describe and explain the causes, consequences, and geographic 

context of major global issues and events.  (Global Issues and Events) 

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: Up to Teacher

Instructional resources: www.ikeepbookmarks.com

Prior required technology skills: Web Surfing
Sequence of Activities: Determine how much time and content you want the students to be responsible for and if you will provide class time for accessing this information. Also determine early on the evaluation procedure (weekly or bi-weekly current even quizzes) and evaluation type (multiple choice, fill in the blank) you will be using. Introduce requirements and selected links and give a practice quiz the first week prior to implementing into the class curriculum on a reoccurring basis.

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Current Events Quiz (Where in the world?)
· Scoring Criteria:

· Post-Assessment: Weekly Current Events Quiz
· Scoring Criteria:

Technology (hardware/software): Computer and Projector for Initial Instruction, Internet Access for students at home or school throughout semester.
Key Vocabulary: Current Events, World Geography, Current Issues, Global Issues, News

Application Beyond School: This lesson extends into adult life as these sources of world news become increasingly important as our world becomes smaller. 

Teacher Reflection and Notes: I post the links to the various news sites listed below on www.ikeepbookmarks.com so the students can access them on their own and when we visit the computer lab. You can set up an account for each class you teach or have one account with various folders divided by class or content.  Try to stay consistent with your evaluation or discussion of the material the students should be researching on their own and slowly progress from over time. I start the students off with a narrow topic and a few sites to look at for the first week or so before progressing into making them responsible for the vast amount of current events that are in the news each week. By exam time the students should have a pretty good understanding of world events and where they have taken place. 

Current Events Resources
Ten by Ten 
http://www.tenbyten.org/
Map Report 
http://www.mapreport.com/
Channel One (School News) 
http://www.channelone.com/
Current Events 
http://currentevents.com/
Newsday.com - AP News 
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/wire/
Reuters.com 
http://today.reuters.com/news/home.aspx
National Public Radio 
http://www.npr.org/
BBC NEWS 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
Google News 
http://news.google.com/
Yahoo! News 
http://news.yahoo.com/
CNN.com 
http://www.cnn.com/
The New York Times 
http://nytimes.com/
Los Angeles Times 
http://www.latimes.com/
USA TODAY 
http://www.usatoday.com/
US News 
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/home.htm
Weekly On-Line Quizes
Did you know? Take MSNBC.comâ€™s news quiz - U.S. News - MSNBC.com 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/4250964/
FunBrain.com - Brain Bowl 
http://www.funbrain.com/funbrain/brainbowl/
Scholastic News Current Event Quiz 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/games_quizzes/quiz/index.asp
US News & World Report Quiz 
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/news/quiz/current.htm
Local
Marquette Monthly 
http://marquettemonthly.com/index.html
Mining Journal 
http://www.miningjournal.net/
TV 6 
http://wluctv6.com/
State
Detroit Free Press 
http://www.freep.com/
National
ABC News - US 
feed://my.abcnews.go.com/rsspublic/us_rss20.xml
CNN.com - U.S. 
feed://rss.cnn.com/rss/cnn_us.rss
The New York Times - National 
feed://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/National.xml
TIME - Nation 
feed://www.time.com/time/rss/nation/0,20326,,00.xml
Washington Post - Nation 
feed://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/nation/rssheadlines.xml
Yahoo! News - U.S. 
feed://rss.news.yahoo.com/rss/us
Other
OnLine Newspapers 
http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/
RSS Feeds

BBC News 
feed://news.bbc.co.uk/rss/newsonline_world_edition/front_page/rss091.xml
CNN.com 
feed://rss.cnn.com/rss/cnn_topstories.rss
The New York Times 
feed://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/HomePage.xml
Time 
feed://www.time.com/time/rss/top/0,20326,,00.xml
Washington Post 
feed://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/topnews/rssheadlines.xml
Yahoo! 
feed://rss.news.yahoo.com/rss/topstories
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