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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Urban, Suburban and Rural Communities
Created by: Sue Balcueva



Lesson Abstract: Using Internet and text resources, students will investigate the difference between Urban, Suburban and Rural communities.  Students will then complete a triple Venn diagram by sorting pictures into the proper areas. 

Subject Area:  Social Studies

Grade Level:  Second Grade

Unit Title: Geographic Perspective

Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Basic Operations and Concepts

b. Students are proficient in the use of technology.

1. Students use various age-appropriate technologies for gathering information (e.g., dictionaries, encyclopedias, audio/video players, phones, web resources).

Technology research tools

a. Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources.

1. Students know how to recognize the Web browser and associate it with accessing resources on the Internet.

2. Students will use a variety of technology resources (e.g., CD-ROMs, DVDs, search engines, websites) to locate or collect.

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

Social Studies II.1.EE.1

Describe the human characteristics of places and explain some basic causes for those characteristics.

Social Studies II.4.EE.1

Identify regions in their immediate environment and describe their characteristics and boundaries.

Social Studies II.4.EE.2

 Compare their community and region with others.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

Approximately 2 hours.

Instructional resources:

http://www.geocities.com/elementaryresources/ruralcommunity.html
What is Rural?  Definition of Rural Communities

http://www.geocities.com/elementaryresources/urbancommunity.html
What is Urban?  Definition of Urban Communities

http://www.eduplace.com/ss/hmss05/bkc/ilessons/ils_gr3_u1_c1_l2.pdf
Informational text on Communities

http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/cities/
Interactive site on City Life

http://www.bygosh.com/Features/082000/mouse.htm
City Mouse, Country Mouse

http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/g3/u1/index.html
Types of Communities: Based on population

http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/g2/u1/index.html
Where do we live?  Asks students place home, neighborhood, community and country.

http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hmss05/applications/imaps/maps/g3_u1/index.html#top
Three types of Communities.

http://www.usda.gov/oc/photo/ruraltowns.htm
Photos of Rural Towns
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Community Graphic Organizer

Triple Venn diagram:

[image: image3.wmf]Urban Communities

Suburban Communities

Rural Communities

Student 

Name:_______________________


[image: image4.wmf]
Prior required technology skills:

Use of the Internet to locate information.  

Sequence of Activities:

1. Brainstorm as a class what an Urban, Suburban and Rural community would look like.  Record ideas on chalkboard, butcher paper or Smart Board.  

2. Have students use the Internet links to locate information about the characteristics of Urban, Rural and Suburban communities and complete the Communities Graphic Organizer.  

3. Discuss findings together as a class.  What is similar?  What is unique to each type of community?  

4. Using the information gathered from the Internet and collected on the Graphic Organizer, students complete a triple Venn Diagram to show the similarities and differences between Urban, Suburban and Rural communities.  

5. Students will then determine what type of community they live in and justify their choice by listing characteristics of their community that fit the Urban, Suburban or Rural description.

Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Discussion of Urban, Rural and Suburban communities.
· Post-Assessment: Completion of triple Venn Diagram
· Scoring Criteria: See Rubric below:

Venn Diagram Rubric

Student Name__________________________

Information is correctly placed on the diagram:

At least 2 characteristics are listed as unique features for each type of community:
Description of local community is present and accurate:

Technology (hardware/software):
Internet access

Key Vocabulary:

Urban

Rural

Suburban

Community

Characteristics

Region

Application Beyond School:

Students can discuss what type of community they live in with parents at home.

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
Student Name:


___________________________
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What type of community do you live in?  Explain how you know your community is an Urban, Suburban or Rural community:
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