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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Careers in Canada and the Pacific Realm 
Created by: Pam Shoemaker
Lesson Abstract:  In an effort to integrate career education in the content areas, students will discover the relationship of geographic characteristics of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Antarctica to the careers and occupations of the people who live there.  
Subject Area:  Social Studies
Grade Level:  6th or 7th grade
Unit Title:  Canada and the Pacific Realm
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
· 1.b.3:  Students manage and maintain files on a hard drive or the network
· 1.b.7:  Students identify search strategies for locating needed  information on the Internet.

· 1.b.8:  Students proofread and edit writing using appropriate resources

· 3.a.3:  Students use a variety of technology tools and applications to promote their creativity.

· 3.b.1:  Students collaborate with classmates using a variety of technology tools to plan, organize, and create a group project

· 5.a.1:  Students use Web search engines and built-in search functions of other various resources to locate information.
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Not yet available
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

· 2.1.6:  Locate and describe diverse places, cultures, and communities of the Western hemisphere

· 2.1.8:  Explain why people live and work as they do in Western regions
· 2.3.8:  Locate and describe major economic activities and occupations of regions in the Western Hemisphere

· 4.1.8:  Evaluate employment and career opportunities in light of economic trends
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit: 3-5 45 minute class periods
Instructional resources:
· Pre-Assessment
· Pre-Assessment Answer Key
· Graphic Organizer, with info from the CIA Factbook
· “Where was this photograph taken?” PowerPoint
· “Career Day Brochure” Directions 
· Assessment Rubric
· Optional resource:  Microsoft’s tutorial about how to create a Publisher publication: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/assistance/HP030763891033.aspx 

Prior required technology skills:  Students should have experience using Publisher (or other program used to create a brochure or flyer), and practice safe Internet search abilities. 
Sequence of Activities:

1. Distribute Pre-assessment.  It is not expected that students will know the answers, but should help them begin thinking about the characteristics of the Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Antarctica.

2. Distribute Graphic Organizer.  This includes important information about climate, terrain, natural resources, natural hazards, languages, government, economy, industries, and waterways of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Antarctica.  The information was obtained from the CIA Factbook website.
3. Teacher uses a multimedia projector to display the “Where was this photograph taken?” PowerPoint.  Students look at a picture, and use the graphic organizer distributed in step 2 to make an educated guess as to where the photograph was taken.  The locations will appear upon clicking the mouse.  This activity will not be graded.  The purpose is for students to become aware of the great diversity of geography of the four countries.  
4. Assign students into groups of 3-5 (up to teacher based on availability of computers).  Together, students will create a brochure or informational flyer that will advertise guest speakers at the school’s upcoming Career Day.  Distribute the “Career Day Brochure” Directions.  Students will need to do research so that they can include pertinent information about the speakers.  Web links are provided on the directions handout, but the students will also need to use a search engine to seek relevant information.
5. Use rubric to assess the group pamphlet.  Some method to share student work should be done.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:  Multiple-Choice Quiz
· Scoring Criteria:  See Answer Key
· Post-Assessment:  Career Day Brochure
· Scoring Criteria:  Career Day Brochure Assessment Rubric
Technology (hardware/software):  multimedia projector, Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft Publisher (Word can also be used if Publisher is not available)
Key Vocabulary:  Careers, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Antarctica
Application Beyond School:  Students will be exposed to careers and locations that may not be familiar to them.  What they experience as a result of this lesson may influence future career decisions.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:  This lesson can easily be modified using other countries and/or careers.  
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