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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Career Trends

Created by: Tammy Hazley

Lesson Abstract: Students will analyze current economic trends to critically evaluate career and employment opportunities.  Comparisons will be made between several states.  Students will utilize a spreadsheet program to organize the data and draw conclusions.  Through this activity students will have an opportunity to use technology to explore careers.

Subject Area:  Social Studies

Grade Level:  Grades 6-8

Unit Title:

Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

Grades 6-8

Basic Operations and Concepts:

3. Students use a variety of technology tools (e.g. dictionary, thesaurus, grammar checker, calculator) to maximize the accuracy of technology-produced products.

13. Students proofread and edit writing using appropriate resources (e.g. dictionary, spell check, grammar check, grammar references, writing references) and grade level appropriate checklists both individually and in groups.

Social, ethical, and human issues:

7. Students use technology to identify and explore various occupations or careers

8. Students discuss uses of technology (present or future) to support personal pursuits and lifelong learning.

Technology Productivity Tools:

1. Students apply common software features (e.g. thesaurus, formulas, charts, graphics, sounds) to enhance communication and support creativity.

2. Students use a variety of resources, including the internet, to increase learning and productivity.

4. Students use available utilities for editing pictures, images, or charts

5. Students use collaborative tools to design, develop, and enhance materials, publications, or presentations.

Technology Problem-Solving and Decision-Making Tools:

1. Students use database or spreadsheet information to make predictions, develop strategies, and evaluate decisions to assist them with solving a basic problem.

2. Students describe the information and communication technology tools to use for collecting information from different sources, analyze their findings, and draw conclusions for addressing real-world problems.

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection: N/A

Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

SOCIV.1.MS2: Evaluate employment and career opportunities in light of economic trends.

SOCIII.1.MS4: Explain the importance of limited government to protect political and economic freedom.

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

Estimated Total Time: 200 minutes

Daily Estimate: 50 minutes

Number of Days: 4

Instructional resources:

2002-2012 Career Prediction Data

http://www.careervoyages.gov/hotcareers-bystate.cfm
In-Demand Career Videos

http://www.careervoyages.gov/careervideos-main.cfm
Career Interest Inventory

http://www.college911.com/careerquiz2/index.asp
Prior required technology skills:

· Word processing skills

· Spreadsheet construction and application skills

· Internet skills

· Ability to open and save work to a specified space

Sequence of Activities:

Day 1: Brainstorming pre-assessment (see below). Direct students to the Career Interest Inventory, have students complete the short questionnaire and view the results.  Allow time for the students to share and discuss their results with the class or in small groups.  Discussion could include topics such as freedom of choice in the U.S. compared to communist nations.  Direct students to the website for career prediction data.  Allow students to explore the information for their state and click on several other states to view that data as well.  

Day 2: Show the career videos using a data projector for the top five in-demand careers in your state.  Allow students to discuss the careers.  If time allows, permit students to view other career videos of their choice.  Provide students with instructions for completing the assessment task – see below.

Student Instructions: Your assignment is to use a spreadsheet program to make a graph or chart of the career prediction data that compares your state to four other states of your choice.  After you have completed this task answer the following questions utilizing a word processing program:

1. Were there any similarities between “hot careers” in your state and “hot careers” in the other states you viewed?

2. Were there any differences between “hot careers” in your state and “hot careers” in the other states you viewed?

3. What factors could contribute to these similarities and differences?  

4. Do you think the career predictions are correct?  Why or why not?

5. Are any of there “hot careers” of interest to you?  Which ones and why?  - OR - Why not?  

Day 3 and 4 – Student workdays

Extension Activities: The following website has a wealth of information and ideas for career education:  http://www.nycareerzone.org/
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Brainstorming session – What do you think are the most in-demand careers in your state?  How about in your city?
· Scoring Criteria: No grade – used as a springboard for discussion
· Post-Assessment: Use the following criteria to assess student work.
· Scoring Criteria:

Graph/Chart Rubric

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Neatness and Attractiveness 
	Exceptionally well designed, neat, and attractive. Colors that go well together are used to make the graph more readable. A ruler and graph paper (or graphing computer program) are used. 
	Neat and relatively attractive. A ruler and graph paper (or graphing computer program) are used to make the graph more readable. 
	Lines are neatly drawn but the graph appears quite plain. 
	Appears messy and "thrown together" in a hurry. Lines are visibly crooked. 

	Type of Graph Chosen 
	Graph fits the data well and makes it easy to interpret. 
	Graph is adequate and does not distort the data, but interpretation of the data is somewhat difficult. 
	Graph distorts the data somewhat and interpretation of the data is somewhat difficult. 
	Graph seriously distorts the data making interpretation almost impossible. 

	Title 
	Title is creative and clearly relates to the problem being graphed (includes dependent and independent variable). It is printed at the top of the graph. 
	Title clearly relates to the problem being graphed (includes dependent and independent variable) and is printed at the top of the graph. 
	A title is present at the top of the graph. 
	A title is not present. 

	Data Table 
	Data in the table is well organized, accurate, and easy to read. 
	Data in the table is organized, accurate, and easy to read. 
	Data in the table is accurate and easy to read. 
	Data in the table is not accurate and/or cannot be read. 


Writing Rubric

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Amount of Information 
	All topics are addressed and all questions answered with at least 2 sentences about each. 
	All topics are addressed and most questions answered with at least 2 sentences about each. 
	All topics are addressed, and most questions answered with 1 sentence about each. 
	One or more topics were not addressed. 

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Mechanics 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	A few grammatical spelling, or punctuation errors. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 


Additional or alternate rubrics could be created using the RubiStar website at the link below.

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=NewRubric&module=Rubistar&PHPSESSID=c3b499e9b2d62b2f464d521335ac29f3
Technology (hardware/software):

Hardware: computer, printer, data projector

Software: Internet access, word processing program, spreadsheet program

Key Vocabulary:

· Careers

· Data analysis

· Spreadsheet

Application Beyond School: Students will develop skills to analyze data – making inferences and analyzing trends.  Students will gain an understanding of the current and predicted job market within their state and several other states.

Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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