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Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Branches of Government 
Created by: Lisa Wickman
Lesson Abstract: Students will use internet resources to learn about the three branches of government, play a game to practice what they have learned and then make a poster to demonstrate what they have learned.
Subject Area:  Social Studies
Grade Level:  Third
Unit Title: Civics and Government
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
1. TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS
· collaborate with classmates using a variety of technology tools to plan, organize, and create a group project

2. BASIC OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS
· identify which types of software can be used most effectively for different types of data, for different information needs, or for conveying results to different audiences 
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

Standard IV.3 Role of Government

Explain the basic organization of the local, state, and federal governments (III.4.L.3)

Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

· Daily Time Allocation:  40 minutes
· Number of Days:  3-4
Instructional resources:

http://www.usconstitution.net/constkidsK.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/J0110221/
Prior required technology skills: 

1. The ability to navigate a simple webpage. 

2. Add text and pictures to a file in order to create a graphic representation of a branch of government.
Sequence of Activities: 
Day One-- Use the website http://library.thinkquest.org/J0110221/ to explore the duties and responsibilities of the three branches of government. 
Day Two-- Organize students into the three branches of government by selecting a president, vice president, and Supreme Court. Assign the remaining students to the legislature. Ask students in the legislature to suggest a law and create a bill. Have the president sign or veto the bill. Next, have the constitutionality to the bill tested by the Supreme Court, using the website: http://library.thinkquest.org/J0110221/.
Day Three-- Have students demonstrate their understanding of the three branches of government by creating a poster with a graphic organizer such as kidspiration.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:
· Lead students through a K-W-L to determine what they know about the three branches of the federal government. 
· Post-Assessment:

· Scoring Criteria for the student poster:

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Information about the assigned branch of government 
	The poster illustrates 4 or more aspects of the branch they are demonstrating. 
	The poster illustrates 3 aspects of the branch they are demonstrating. 
	The poster illustrates 2 aspects of the branch they are demonstrating. 
	The poster illustrates 1 aspect of the branch they are demonstrating. 

	Connections between branches 
	The poster shows 3 or more connections of this branch of government to the other branches. 
	The poster shows 2 connections of this branch of government to the other branches.
	The poster shows 1 connections of this branch of government to the other branches.
	The poster shows no connections of this branch of government to the other branches.

	Graphics -Clarity 
	Graphics are clear, organized and relate to the content of the poster. 
	Graphics are clear and relate to the content of the poster. 
	Graphics are somewhat clear and relate to the content of the poster. 
	Graphics are poorly created or do not relate to the content of the poster. 


Technology (hardware/software): Internet access, and graphic organizing software such as Kidspiration or Publisher.
Key Vocabulary: courts, constitution, legislature, president, government, 
Application Beyond School: Student could find articles about the federal government in a newspaper or watch news segments about how the federal government works.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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