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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:   Author Profiles on the Net
Created by:    Jan Kesel






Lesson Abstract:  This lesson is similar to MDE Profile of an Author. However, instead of individual multimedia presentations about authors, the students will create web pages that can be housed on the school’s web site. This creates a more “permanent” resource site for learning and sharing student learning. 
During the semester in literature courses in grades 9-12, a variety of authors are introduced to the students. Although the author’s life is often secondary to the actual work, it is important for students to be aware of the individuals who write and create and how their lives impact their craft. To replace the standard teacher/textbook background delivery, the authors are assigned to groups of students at the beginning of the year. The students’ job is to become a “specialist” on a specific author using the internet to research the assigned author’s life, both personal and professional, and his works.  Then the students take the information and develop a web page using Microsoft Word. Using this program requires little knowledge of web page development and can be done as a document or use a template;  other word processing software may also have the ability to “Save for the Web” creating html documents. They should include biography, pictures, audio and/or video, interviews, and links.  As “specialists” on this author, they will use their research, technology, and communication skills to teach their classmates about this author and his works. After constructing their web pages the teacher will upload the pages to a site easily accessible to the students. This will allow students to share their resources at any time. Students will present their pages and classmates will be directed to the site when the class studies a particular work by one of these authors.
Subject Area:  Language Arts
Grade Level:  9-12
Unit Title:
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 
Technology Productivity Tools
8.  Use a variety of applications to plan, create, and edit a multimedia product (e.g., model, webcast, presentation, publication, or other creative work)
Technology Communications Tools
2. Use available technologies (e.g., desktop conferencing, e-mail, groupware, instant messaging to communicate with others on a class assignment or project.

4. Collaborate in content-related projects that integrate a variety of media (e.g., print, publishing, database, graphics design, or spreadsheet applications

Technology Research Tools
1. Compare, evaluate, and select appropriate internet search engines to locate information

2. Formulate and use evaluation criteria (authority, accuracy, relevancy, timeliness) for information located on the internet to present research findings

3. Determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and comprehensive

4. Distinguish between fact, opinion, point of view, and inference

6. Develop a plan to gather information using various research strategies (e.g., interviews, questionnaires, experiments, online surveys)
Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:


NA
Michigan Curriculum Framework Connection:

STRAND 1:WRITING, SPEAKING, AND VISUAL EXPRESSION 

Standard 1.3 Communicate in speech, writing, and multimedia using content, form, voice, and style appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., to reflect, persuade, inform, analyze, entertain, inspire).

Standard 1.5 Produce a variety of written, spoken, multi genre ,and multimedia works , making conscious choices about language, form, style, and/or visual representation for each work (e.g., poetry, ﬁction and creative nonﬁction stories, academic and literary essays, proposals, memos, manifestos, business letters, advertisements, prepared speeches, group and dramatic performances, poetry slams, and digital stories).
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:
6-7 Days
Five days research, organization, and creation of web page
10 minutes for each presentation during the semester when appropriate
Instructional resources:
http://www.oslis.org/citeintro/nof_citesession.php?Grd=Sec&sessionid=126d26fcb1368bc6cf70ee31b1efbb6e  OSLIS Secondary Citation Maker for assisting with the Work Cited Page

Below are a few sites which contain author profiles.

· http://aalbc.com/authors/ African American Authors
· http://www.bookreporter.com/authors/index.asp   Book Reporter has author profiles
· http://www.teenreads.com/authors/index.asp  Teen Reads – Authors of teen books

· http://contemporarylit.about.com/od/authorprofiles/  Contemporary authors

· http://www.classzone.com/novelguides/authors.cfm
· http://www.mcdougallittell.com/disciplines/_lang_arts/authors.cfm  McDougal Littell publishing house author profiles.
· http://www.randomhouse.com/highschool/resources/authors.html  Random House Author profiles for high school teachers
· http://www.biography.com  Biography.com
· http://www.sparknotes.com/  Frequently used by students for refreshing their insight on commonly read classics. Also contains info on authors.
Below are sites with information on Microsoft Word Web Page Building:
· http://www.archiva.net/mstutorial3web.htm   MS Word to Web Page:
· http://www.utexas.edu/learn/office/index.html  Microsoft Office & the Web

· http://office.microsoft.com/  An excellent site for information and templates to build a web page 
· http://office.microsoft.com/en-gb/assistance/ HP052222721033.aspx  Below is a document from Microsoft HELP site that explains how to create a simple web page from a document or from a Microsoft template.

	Create a Web page
	

	Assistance > Word 2003 > Word and the Web > Creating Web Pages
 

	
Hide All

Do one of the following:


Create a Web page based on a template

1. On the File menu, click New. 

2. In the New Document task pane (task pane: A window within an Office application that provides commonly used commands. Its location and small size allow you to use these commands while still working on your files.), under Templates, click On my computer. 

3. On the General tab, double-click the Web Page template (template: A file or files that contain the structure and tools for shaping such elements as the style and page layout of finished files. For example, Word templates can shape a single document, and FrontPage templates can shape an entire Web site.). 


Create a blank Web page

1. On the File menu, click New. 

2. Under New in the New Document task pane (task pane: A window within an Office application that provides commonly used commands. Its location and small size allow you to use these commands while still working on your files.), click Web page. 


Tip

If you're already working on a Web page, you can click New Web Page [image: image7.png]


on the Standard toolbar (toolbar: A bar with buttons and options that you use to carry out commands. To display a toolbar, press ALT and then SHIFT+F10.).


Create a Web page from an existing Microsoft Word document

1. On the File menu, click New. 

2. In the New Document task pane (task pane: A window within an Office application that provides commonly used commands. Its location and small size allow you to use these commands while still working on your files.), click From existing document. 

3. Select the document that you want to base your Web page on, and then click Create New. 

Note  The existing document does not need to be a Web page. To create the new Web page, click Save as Web Page on the File menu.

   Microsoft Office Online. “Create a Web Page”. Microsoft Corporation. 2006:July, 2006< http://office.microsoft.com/en-gb/assistance/HP052222721033.aspx>.

	


Prior required technology skills:

Use of the Internet
Familiarity with Microsoft Word program

Sequence of Activities:
1. At the beginning of the year/semester, ask the pre-assessment questions, conduct a discussion on authors who will be studied during the semester, effective Internet research techniques, web page development techniques, and presentation skills. 
2. Present the assignment to the students stressing the importance of becoming a “specialist” on an author but also the use of proper research, technology, and presentation skills.
Requirements for this presentation:
In groups students must create a web page about their author that includes the following:
· Author’s personal background - birth, death, places of residency, schooling, family, etc.

· Professional work - list of works, awards/recognition, 3 quotes from author’s works, author’s style, genre, etc. 
· Pictures, videos, interviews, etc.

· A list of Internet sources about the author and his/her works with at least 20 sites where further information can be obtained.
· Use at least three sources for Work Cited 
· Use proper presentation skills

3. After groups have been formed, from the list of authors on the assignment sheet, let the students select or the teacher can assign the authors. This is an appropriate time to give “snippets” about the authors or their works to increase student.
4. Have students work in the computer lab so they can research the author’s life and create their web site. They should also practice their presentations 
5. If necessary, an introduction, review, or demonstration of the Microsoft Word software should be done.

6. A hard copy of the web page can be submitted at the end of the research time period to evaluate the students’ use of time.

7. If possible a tentative timeline of when they may be required to present would help the students plan.

8. Each group should take 10 minutes to present.
9. The teacher should create the Home page with a list of the authors to be profiled and will hyperlink the names to each of the groups’ pages.

10. When pages are completed and reviewed, the teacher can upload to the selected site whether it is the school’s site or one of the many free sites available for hosting web sites.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment:

The teacher should ask the students the following:

1. List 5 authors with whom you are familiar. 
2. For one of the authors, list 5 important facts about his/her life and style.
3. What site on the Internet would you go to find more information on this author?
4. What method of “teaching” is most effective for you?

5. What types of technology could you use to teach others about this author?

· Scoring Criteria:

The answers should be used as a discussion about authors who will be studied, how technology can enhance learning, and should be the lead in to this assignment.

· Post-Assessment:

· Scoring Criteria:

	Web Site Design : Profiles of Authors


Teacher Name

Student Name:     ________________________________________ 


	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Content 
	The site has a well-stated clear purpose and theme that is carried out throughout the site. 
	The site has a clearly stated purpose and theme, but may have one or two elements that do not seem to be related to it. 
	The purpose and theme of the site is somewhat muddy or vague. 
	The site lacks a purpose and theme. 

	Content Accuracy 
	All information provided by the student on the Web site is accurate and all the requirements of the assignment have been met. 
	Almost all the information provided by the student on the Web site is accurate and all requirements of the assignment have been met. 
	Almost all of the information provided by the student on the Web site is accurate and almost all of the requirements have been met. 
	There are several inaccuracies in the content provided by the students OR many of the requirements were not met. 

	Spelling and Grammar 
	There are no errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar in the final draft of the Web site. 
	There are 1-3 errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar in the final draft of the Web site. 
	There are 4-5 errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar in the final draft of the Web site. 
	There are more than 5 errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar in the final draft of the Web site. 

	Links (content) 
	All links point to high quality, up-to-date, credible sites. 
	Almost all links point to high quality, up-to-date, credible sites. 
	Most links point to high quality, up-to-date, credible sites. 
	Less than 3/4 of the links point to high quality, up-to-date, credible sites. 

	Cooperative Work 
	Partners show respect for one another's ideas, divide the work fairly, and show a commitment to quality work and support for each other. 
	Partners show respect for one another's ideas and divide the work fairly. There is commitment by some members toward quality work and support of one another. 
	Partners show respect for one another's ideas and divide the work fairly. There is little evidence of a commitment toward quality work in the group. 
	Partners argue or are disrespectful of other's ideas and input. Criticism is not constructive nor is support offered. The work is mostly done by one or two people. 

	Layout 
	The Web site has an exceptionally attractive and usable layout. It is easy to locate all important elements. White space, graphic elements and/or alignment are used effectively to organize material. 
	The Web pages have an attractive and usable layout. It is easy to locate all important elements. 
	The Web pages have a usable layout, but may appear busy or boring. It is easy to locate most of the important elements. 
	The Web pages are cluttered looking or confusing. It is often difficult to locate important elements. 
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	Presentation Profile of an Author  - Teacher Evaluation

	Grade:________
	

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	Not Evident
	Needs Improvement
	Adequate
	Strong
	Outstanding

	Knowledge of material
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of Web Design
	
	
	
	
	

	Teaching Techniques
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Strengths of 
Presentations
	

	Weaknesses of Presentation
	

	Comments:


Technology (hardware/software):
· Internet

· Search Engines

· Web Sites

· Web page software
Key Vocabulary:
· Web Site
· Author profiles
Application Beyond School:

This research and web page development  process can be applied to any topic for school or personal use.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:
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