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             Technology-Enhanced Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Authentic Audience: Podcasting in the Language Arts Classroom
Created by: Sara Van Abel and Kathy Morris

Lesson Abstract: Students will produce podcasts of their original works.  Students can choose from a multiple of genres. Students can choose works from their writer’s notebooks to edit and revise in preparation for recording as a podcast. 
Subject Area:  ELA
Grade Level:  9-12
Unit Title:
Michigan Educational Technology Standards Connection: 

Basic Operations and Concepts


1. Discuss emerging technology resources (e.g. podcasting, 
webcasting, compressed video deliver, online file sharing, graphing 
calculators, global positioning software)


2.  Understand the importance of both the predictable and 
unpredictable impacts of technology


5.  Understand the purpose, scope, and use of assistive technology


6.  Understand that access to online learning increases educational 

and workplace opportunities


11. Identify common graphic, audio, and video file formats


12.  Demonstrate how to import/export text, graphics or audio files

Technology Productivity Tools


7.  Develop a document or file for inclusion into a website or web 
page


8.  Use a variety of applications to plan, create, and edit a multimedia 
product (e.g. model, webcast, presentation, publication or other 
creative work)


9.  Have the opportunity to participate in real-life experiences 
associated with technology-related careers

Technology Communications Tools


3.  Use a variety of media and formats to design, develop, publish, 
and present products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, websites) to 
communicate original ideas to multiple audiences.


4.  Collaborate in content-related projects that integrate a variety of 
media (e.g., print, audio, video, graphic, simulations and models) 
with presentation, word processing, publishing, database, graphics 
design, or spreadsheet applications.

Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations Connection:

Standard 1.1 Understand and practice writing as a recursive process


CE 1.1.3 Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, 
informal, literary, or technical) for the purpose, audience, and 
context of 
the text, speech, or visual representation (e.g., letter to 
editor, proposal, 
poem, or digital story)

CE 1.1.4 Compose drafts that convey an impression, express an opinion, 
raise a question, argue a position, explore a topic, tell a story, or serve 
another purpose.

Standard 1.2  Use writing, speaking, and visual expression for personal understanding and growth.


CE 1.2.3 Write, speak, and create artistic representations to express 
personal experience and perspective (e.g., personal narrative, poetry, 
imaginative writing, slam poetry, blogs, webpages).

Standard 1.3  Communicate in speech, writing and multimedia using content, form, voice, and style appropriate to audience and purpose (e.g., to reflect, persuade, inform, analyze, entertain, inspire).


CE 1.3.2  Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that 
demonstrate logical thinking and the development of ideas for academic, 
creative, and personal purposes: essays that convey the author’s message 
by using an engaging introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-
constructed paragraphs, transition sentences and a powerful conclusion.
Estimated time required to complete lesson or unit:

Depending upon the material students have previously written and their technological abilities, this lesson will vary in time.  If students come to the lesson with a draft, it should only take 1-3 class periods to produce the podcast.  
Instructional resources:

Writer’s Notebook

http://www.writingfix.com/writersnotebookdef.htm
Writing Prompts

http://www.writingfix.com/
Podcast Rubrics

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?ts=1154530996
Podcasting Tutorials

Creating Podcasts in Mac OS X

http://www.apple.com/quicktime/tutorials/podcasting.html
Creating Podcasts with your PC

http://www.windowsdevcenter.com/pub/a/windows/2005/04/05/create_podcasts_with_pc.html
More on creating Podcasts—Good tips!

http://learninginhand.com/podcasting/create.html
Prior required technology skills:

Basic Computer skills

Experience with media recording software a plus—but not necessary if you complete the tutorials.
Sequence of Activities:

1.  Students should select a piece of work to edit and revise.  If students do not have a piece, they should write one.  

2.  In pairs or writing groups, students should workshop their writing pieces—paying particular attention to use of language for the target audience.

3.  Students should read their pieces aloud, practicing prior to the recording of the podcast. 

4. Students could complete a podcast tutorial at this step if the technological skills were lacking.

5.   Students should begin recording their pieces.  

6.  Once students are happy with their recordings, then they should proceed to publishing their podcast or the teacher could them publish the podcast.

7.  Once published, students should access and listen to the other podcasts published in their class.
Assessments:

· Pre-Assessment: Discussion of writing, authentic audience, use of language
· Scoring Criteria: Teacher observation
· Post-Assessment: Published podcast
· Scoring Criteria:  Rubric (see Instructional Resources)
Technology (hardware/software):

Computer with recording capabilities

Microphone

Software for recording and editing digital media (e.g., Garage Band OS X)

Key Vocabulary: voice, authentic audience, podcast
Application Beyond School: Students need to learn to use a variety of media formats in order to prepare themselves for the future.  This activity also increases student’s ability to write and communicate effectively.
Teacher Reflection and Notes:

Capturing the voice of an author is a wonderful way to push students writing skills.  They are forced to listen to their work and will become engaged in the writing process as the work to create their podcasts.  
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